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VA.  PASTOR,  WIFE 
STABBED  AT  HOME 

GLEN  ALLEN.  Va.  (BP) 

—  Virginia  Baptist  pastor 
Hugh  Mayas  and  his  wife 
Carol  wars  awakened  June 
16  by  an  intruder  toho 
stabbed  both  and  stole 
around  $800  and  their  ve¬ 
hicle.  Hugh  Mayes,  pastor 
of  Shiloh  Church  in  Carson, 
is  listed  in  serious  condi¬ 
tion  while  Carol  Mayes  has 
been  treated  and  released. 
The  Sussex  County  Sher¬ 
iff's  Office  arrested  21 -year- 
old  Maxim  Uoyd  Chisholm 
on  June  16  and  charged 
him  with  two  counts  of 
attempted  first-degree 
murder  end  three  robbery- 
related  charges  The  pastor 
and  his  wife  had  recently 
ministered  to  Chisholm  at 
Shiloh  Church. 

DEADLINE  SET  FOR 
CAC  NOMINATIONS 
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SOUTHERN  BAPTIST  CONVENTION 

A  call  for  spiritual  awakening 


COLUMBUS.  Oh.  (BP  and  lo¬ 
cal  reports)  —  Spiritual  awak¬ 
ening.  defense  of  marriage,  and 
preservation  of  religious  liberty 
were  among  key  themes  ad¬ 
dressed  by  messengers  to  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention 
(SBC)  2015  annual  meeting 
June  16-17  in  Columbus,  Oh. 

The  meeting  was  highlight¬ 
ed  by  a  Tuesday  night  prayer 
gathering  led  by  SBC  President 
Ronnie  Floyd,  senior  pastor 
of  Cross  Church  in  northwest 
Arkansas,  at  which  an  esti¬ 
mated  7,000  Southern  Baptists 
spent  two  hours  asking  God 
for  a  third  Great  Awakening 
in  America  and  the  global  ad¬ 
vance  of  the  Gospel. 

The  Katherine  was  watched 
by  an  additional  8,ooo  people 
online  and  broadcast  on  Day- 
star  television. 

The  5*407  registered  mes¬ 
sengers  —  up  from  5.^94  at  the 
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Starting  here,  starting  now 


Guest  opinion 

withr-nris  McNairy 


seeking  and  working  in  multiracial 
ministry,  those  working  in  Mississip¬ 
pi’s  black  ministry  context,  and  those 
interested  in  learning  more  missional 
disripleship  principles. 

We  will  meet  new  people,  strengthen 
existing  relationships,  fellowship,  wor¬ 
ship,  and  get  equipped  for  working  in 
the  Mississippi  of tne  twenty-first  cen¬ 
tury.  You  don  t  want  to  miss  this! 

Why  “Can  We  Talk?’  We  have  to  start 
somewhere.  We  have  to  start  now.  I  am 
convinced  that  if  we  embrace  waiting, 
we  will  miss  out  on  the  kingdom  impact 
God  would  have  us  to  make. 

It  is  interesting  that  the  major 
themes  for  ’Can  We  Talk?"  were  con¬ 
firmed  in  2014  prior  to  America’s 
challenges  as  seen  over  the  last  sev¬ 
eral  months.  Can  we  talk  about  what 
it  might  look  like  in  the  body  of  Christ 
if  blacks  and  whites,  men  and  women, 
young  and  old,  came  together  to  hear 
from  God,  learn  from  each  other,  and 
leave  with  a  greater  determination  as 
Great  Commissioned  Christians  to  carry 
out  the  Acts  1:8  assignment  in  21st  cen- 
tury  Mississippi? 

We  are  commissioned  to  make  dis¬ 
ciples  of  ail  peoples.  We  can  only  do 
this  as  we  are  reconciled  with  God  and 
each  other  while  intentionally  practic¬ 
ing  Gospel  collaboration. 

Almost  two  years  ago,  the  Mission 
Strategy  Division  of  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  Board  began  re¬ 
newed  prayerful  conversations  about 
Kingdom  work  in  the  twenty-first 
century  Mississippi  mission  field.  In  ad¬ 
dition  to  seeking  to  reach  the  p7%  white 
population  of  the  state,  consideration 
must  be  given  to  the  second  latest 
population  segment  in  Mississippi  —  its 
40%  black  population. 

Make  no  mistake.  Every  Christian  - 
moreover,  every  church  at  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ  —  has  the  assignment  of  planting 
die  Gospel  among  all  types  of  people. 


Nine  Christians 


1  there  is  neither  black  nor 
white,  male  nor  female. 

Democrat  nor  Republican.  There 
are  only  mourners.  While  the  na¬ 
tion  reels  in  horror  and  reacts  with 
solidarity  against  the  unimagina¬ 
ble  evil  that  descended  on  Charles¬ 
ton,  S.C.,  during  Bible  study  two 
Wednesday  evenings  ago,  many  of 
the  people  most  closely  affected 
are  openly  and  unashamedly 
turning  to  their  Christian  faith  to 
see  them  through  this  tragedy  of 
incredible  proportions. 

The  members  of  Mother  Eman¬ 
uel  AME  Church  were  doing  what 
Christians  are  called  to  do.  When 
the  young,  white  man  with  the  gym 
bag  over  his  shoulder  appeared 
inside  the  predominantly  African 
American  church  asking  to  see  e 
pastor,  the  member's  first  impul  * 

was  to  welcome  him  and  invite 1  im  _ . _ _ _ 

to  attend  Bible  study  with  them  the  focus  of  these  gunmen.  Pastor. 

He  accepted  their  invitation.  Tl  we  don’t  try  to  be  a  hero,  lithe  church 

Dylann  Roof  sat  for  nearly  an )  *>ur  has  a  security/safety  plan  as  it 
with  the  pastor  and  church  me  t-  should,  the  plan  must  include  steps 
bera.  There  he  reached  into  his  to  remove  the  pastor  from  dan- 
gym  hag  and  pulled  out  a  Gkx  V  *45  ger  so  the  trained,  pre-positioned- 
ACPpistol  and  began  slaughter  emergency  team  can  address  the 
ing  those  very  church  membes  s,  situation.  It  could  be  that  the  gun- 
reloading  his  instrument  of  d*  ath  man’s  intentions  can  be  completely 
at  leaatnve  times,  according’/*  thwarted  if  he  is  unable  locate  his 
news  reports.  1.  main  target. 

The  result  was  nine  Chris  v  ans  ■  The  Charleston  gunman  was 
killed,  including  the  pastor. « /by  quickly  captured  before  he  could 
don't  Hie  newspaper  and  tel  'ivi-  do  more  harm  because  of  a  sharp- 
sion  reports  describe  it  that  way?  eyed  citizen  who  recognized  his 
Why  do  the  headlines  repot  t,  photograph.  Why  was  there  a  dear 

“Nine  people  dead...,*  and,  'Nine  photograph  of  the  gunman  avail- 

church-goers  were  killed...  *  Why  able  immediately?  Because  the 
are  they  so  afraid  to  write,  ‘Nine  church  had  a  sophisticated  Camera 
Ch  ristia  ns  were  taken  today  while  surveillance  system  in  place .  That's 
displaying  the  love  ot  Christ?"  la  a  strong  measure  for  all  churches 
it  so  hardto  speak  th*»  truth,  to  to  consider, 
say,  "Christ  followers  died  today  A  side  note:  Mass  murders  get  all 
following  Christ?"  the  attention,  but  a  good  security/ 

That's  who  they  were,  and  safety  plan  should  include  provi- 

that’s  what  they  were  doing.  It’s  sions  for  fires,  natural  gas  leaks, 
an  outrage  that  our  society  s  ob-  severe  weather,  medical  situations, 
session  with  political  correctness  and  other  calamities  that,  while 
won’t  allow  them  to  be  remem-  improbable,  are  still  more  likely  to 

bered  that  way,  except  among  the  occur  in  church  than  mass  murder, 

apparently  dwindling  number  of  There's  a  lot  to  think  about,  but 
us  who  refuse  to  bow  to  political  leaders  should  do  some  thinking 
correctness.  We  should  not  allow  before  the  unthinkable  happens  at 
the  culture  to  minimize  the  cause  their  church.  It  is  true  that  such 
for  which  they  stood.  preparations  can  run  to  some 

There  are  many  lessons  that  can  expense,  but  tragedies  can  happen 
be  drawn  from  Charleston's  painful  and,  as  we  know  all  too  well,  do 
experience.  Here  are  just  a  few  that  happen. 

come  to  mind:  Satan  roams  the  earth,  spewing 

■  Every  church,  no  matter  how  evil  and  creating  confusion  for  his 

insulated  Its  members  feel  from  own  rebellious  purposes.  Make  sure 
the  outside  world  ("That  could  he  has  to  bypass  your  church. 


apparently  able  to  roam  around  the 
ciurch  for  a  considerable  period  of 
time,  asking  people  about  the  pas¬ 
tor.  Be  sure  church  members  know 
how  to  report  suspicious  behav¬ 
ior  to  someone  in  charge.  It  may 


blacks  to  reach  blacks,  but  to  equip  God’s 
people  to  reach  all  types  of  people 

We  need  all  hands  on  deck.  At  “Can 
We  Talk?"  we  will  have  speakers,  pre¬ 
senters,  and  facilitators  who  are  among 
the  best  in  America.  We  will  also  have 
an  environment  and  a  time  to  talk 
among  ourselves. 

We  cannot  expect  to  do  the  Kingdom 
work  of  the  twenty-first  century  travel¬ 
ing  the  same  roads  of  the  past.  Con¬ 
sider  this  comparison.  The  channels  of 
transportation  in  the  eighteenth  century 
were  paths  and  dirt  roads.  They  were 
sufficient  to  handle  the  foot,  horse,  and 
wagon  travel  but  could  not  handle  what 
came  with  life  in  the  nineteenth  cen¬ 
tury.  Paths  gave  way  to  dirt  and  gravel 
roads  to  handle  the  early  nineteenth 
century  engine-propelled  cars. 


Where  do  we  start?  Our  greatest  need  is 
not  just  to  equip  whites  to  reach  whites  or 
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LifeWay’s  president 
unveils  major  changes 


COLUMBUS,  Ohio  (BP)  -  Life- 

to  reach  a  million  people  tfisfel! 
with  its  Christ-centered  curricu¬ 
lum,  The  Gomel  Project,  lead¬ 
ers  announced  at  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  (SBC)  annual 
meeting  in  Columbus. 

Dunftg  his  report  to  SBC  mes¬ 
sengers,  LifeWay  President  Thom 
S.  Rainer  laid  out  three  strategic 
changes  LifeWay  is  making  to 
prepare  for  die  future  and  serve 
churches  more  effectively.  These 
strategic  changes  include  sell¬ 
ing  its  sprawling  headquarters 
in  downtown  Nashville  later  this 
year  and  building  a  smaller  facil¬ 
ity  nearby. 

“Our  leadership  believes  you 
make  strategic  changes  when 
your  organization  is 
Rainer  said. 

Rainer  explained  some  of  its 
buildings  date  from  the  early 
20th  century  and  weren't  de¬ 
signed  for  modem  technology 
or  collaborative  work.  UfeWay 
has  moved  printing,  assembly, 
and  shipping  elsewhere,  leaving 
about  two-thirds  of  the  current 
property  unused.  Employees  are 
scattered  through  nine  buildings 
on  nearly  15  acres,  with  five  times 
the  space  they  need. 

LifeWay  expects  to  break 
ground  this  fid!  on  a  new  facility 
in  downtown  Nashville  and  move 
into  the  new  building  by  late  2017. 

The  second  strategic  change 
was  merging  LifeWav’s  Church 
Resources  and  BfrH  PuWfcrfting  di¬ 
visions.  ‘It  no  longer  makes  sense 
to  have  two  different  publishers 
under  one  roof,"  Rainer  said.  HTbe 
fusion  of  these  two  divisions  has 
given  us  an  incredible  opportunity 
to  lead  with  LifeWay." 

With  that,  Rainer  also  intro¬ 
duced  the  third  major  change- 
plans  to  focus  UfeWa/s  retail 
stores  more  strongly  on  UfeWay 
products.  *The  stores  will  become 
more  and  more  a  local  expression 
of  UfeWay,"  he  said. 

Unifying  into  “One  UfeWay" 

vide^better1  services  to  chunSes, 
Rainer  said.  One  such  service, 
a  smartphone  app  called  Devo- 
Hub,  was  unveiled  during  the  SBC 


meeting  with  live  demonstrations 
in  the  exhibit  hall  and  a  presenta¬ 
tion  from  UfeWay  Resources  Vice 
President  Eric  Gesger. 

DevoHub  ts  designed  to  elimi¬ 
nate  barriers  to  daily  Bible  read¬ 
ing,  a  practice  Geiger  said  impacts 
every  other  spiritual  discipline. 
DevoHub  will  allow  churches  to 
provide  devotional  content  to 
members  and  guests  throughout 
the  week. 

“Devotionals  will  be  sent  to  us¬ 
ers’  phones  from  your  church," 
he  said.  “It's  a  tool  to  allow  them 
to  study  the  Scripture  every  single 
day  in  their  personal  devotions. 

Rainer  noted  UfeWay  has  seen 
three  consecutive  years  of  growth 
in  providing  Bible  study  materi¬ 
als  after  nearly  30  years  of  de¬ 
cline.  Helping  drive  that  growth 
is  Hie  Gospel  Project,  introduced 
in  2012  to  guide  church  groups  in 
teaching  theology.  LifeWay  fortial- 
fy  projected  30,000  users. 

“Tnree  years  later  we  are 
amazed  at  what  God  has  done," 
said  LifeWay  Insights  Vice  Presi¬ 
dent  Ed  Stetzer.  More  than 
750,000  people  now  use  the  cur¬ 
riculum  each  week. 

The  number  is  expected  to 
reach  one  million  this  fall  as  The 
Gospel  Project  launches  a  new 
three-year  study  plan,  stretching 
chronologically  from  Genesis  to 
Revelation  arid  focusing  on  the 
role  of  Christ,  Stetzer  said. 

"We  believe  Jesus  isn’t  part  of 
the  Bible  story  —  He’s  the  point 
of  the  Bible  story,"  Stetzer  said 
“Every  age,  from  babies  to  adults, 
will  study  the  same  Bible  passage 
each  week." 

The  theology-oriented  Gospel 
Project  is  one  of  four  UfeWay 
curriculum  options,  each  based 
on  a  different  starting  point,  Gei¬ 
ger  said  Explore  the  Bible  ap¬ 
proaches  Scripture  book  by  book; 
Bible  Studies  for  Life  focuses  on 
life  issues.  For  churches  “who 
want  their  small  groups  to  really 
be  in  sync  with  their  pastor’s  ser¬ 
mons,  Geiger  said,  LifeWay  this 
year  launched  SmallGroup.com. 
The  online  tool  allows  leaders  to 
build  their  own  Bible  study  cur¬ 
riculum  from  more  than  1,500 
existing  studies. 


LIFEWAY  REPORT  -Thom  S.  Rainer,  president  of  LifeWay 
Christian  Resources,  gives  a  report  and  presentation  during 
the  last  session  of  the  two-day  Southern  Baptist  Convention 
annual  meeting  held  June  16-17  at  the  Greater  Columbus 
Convention  Center  in  Columbus,  Oh.  (BP  photo) 


WITH  GREAT  CARE  -  Minerva  Small,  executive  chef  for  the  Georgia  Baptist  Convention 
(GBC),  inspects  the  main  course  of  chicken  prior  to  a  recent  lunch  meeting  at  the  GBC  Mis¬ 
sions  and  Ministry  Center  in  Duluth.  (BP  photo  courtesy  of  Georgia  Christian  Index) 


Potluck  dinners:  church  staple 
can  turn  into  a  deadly  outing 


DULUTH,  Ga.  (BP  and  local  re¬ 
ports)  —  The  pothick  dinner  is 
often  seen  as  a  treasured  part  of 
church  life.  It’s  a  welcomed  ste¬ 
reotype  because  of  the  fellowship 
and  good  times  that  come  with 
overeating  highly  caloric  cas¬ 
seroles,  side  dishes,  and  various 
meats  cooked  in  various  ways 
-  and  that’s  before  the  desserts, 

often  enough  of  diem  to  fill  a  row 

of  folding  tables  stretching  half  a 
basketball  court. 

With  those  delicacies,  though, 
comes  real  danger.  A  54-year- 
old  woman  died  and  nearly  two 
dozen  others  were  hospitalized 
from  a  possible  case  of  botulism 
reportedly  linked  to  a  potluck  in 
April  at  Cross  Pointe  Free  Will 
Baptist  Church  in  Lancaster,  Oh. 

'“Poor  hygiene,"  says  Mi 
nerva  Small,  the  Georgia  Bap¬ 
tist  Convention  (GBC)  director 
of  food  services  when  asked 
what  is  often  the  biggest  threat 
to  getting  sick  after  a  potluck. 
“People  simply  don’t  wash 
their  hands  enough." 


Big  responsibility 

Small,  who  trained  at  Le  Cor¬ 
don  Bleu  College  of  Culinary  Arts 
in  Tucker,  Ga.,  says,  “In  prepar¬ 
ing  the  food,  your  life  is  literally 
in  my  hands. 

Every  church  group,  mission 
team,  seminar  attendee,  and  ad¬ 
ministration  and  executive  com¬ 
mittee  member  who’s  had  a  meal 
at  the  GBC  Missions  and  Min¬ 
istry  Center  in  Duluth  falls  into 
that  category  since  Small  arrived 
nine  years  ago.  That  also  goes 
for  her  small  group  at  Fairfield 
Church  in  Lithonia,  Ga.,  where 
she's  a  member,  and  the  Tucker 


High  School  football  team  for 
whom  she  prepares  the  annual 
preseason  cookout,  kickoff  din¬ 
ner,  pancake  breakfast,  and  pre- 
» game  meals  when  the  Tigers  play 
on  Saturdays. 

Altogether,  she  estimates 
overseeing  food  preparation 
for  around  10,000  people  in 
2014  alone. 

Her  eyes  go  wide  on  realizing 
the  number  after  doing  the  math. 
It  also  explains  the  intensity  she 
brings  to  rood  prep  safety ,  some¬ 
thing  she  says  is  often  overlooked 
at  many  church  gatherings. 

Small  not  only  washes  her 
hands  constantly  ,  but  also  the 
food  cans  themselves.  ‘You  don't 
know  where  those  have  been 
or  how  long  they  sat  on  a  dock 
somewhere,  she  notes.  “Ro¬ 
dents  and  insects  carrying  bac¬ 
teria  could’ve  gone  across  them." 

Small  remembers  learning 
from  her  grandmother  in  her 
native  Jamaica.  “She  taught  us 
good  habits  (like  washing  up] 
are  hard  to  break  but  bad  habits 
are  harder,  so  when  you're  mak¬ 
ing  habits,  make  good  ones  so 
you  won't  have  to  break  them.  If 
1  didn't  practice  that  at  home,  I 
wouldn't  bring  it  (to  work]." 

To  make  her  point,  every 
worker  under  Small  has  to  sign 
a  server’s  agreement  outlining 
cleanliness  on  the  job. 

Fun,  safe,  and  tasty 

In  Ohio,  public  health  officials 
have  pointed  to  bcrtuJism  as  the 
likely  cause  of  sickness  that  killed 
one  woman  and  made  21  others 
sick.  Specifically,  its  origins  seem 
to  have  come  from  potato  salad 
made  from  potatoes  canned  at 


home.  On  average,  about  110 
cases  of  botulism  are  reported  in 
the  U.S.  annually,  with  a  quarter 
of  them  being  foodbome. 

Food  grown  in  a  home  gar¬ 
den,  even  organically,  can  brine 
a  false  sense  of  security.  Small 
says.  “Washing  is  still  important 
because  you  don’t  know  it  an  ani¬ 
mal  has  come  along  and  gone  to 
the  bathroom  nearby." 

A  lot  of  people  can  their  own 
vegetables  at  home,  and  al¬ 
though  the  overwhelming  ma¬ 
jority  does  so  safely,  those  who 
use  unsterilized  instruments 
and  practice  poor  hygiene  pose 
a  danger  to  the  unsuspecting 
potluck  attendee.  Many  cases 
of  mild  food  poisoning  go  un¬ 
noticed,  she  says,  with  those  af¬ 
fected  simply  staying  out  of  work 
a  day  or  so  or  going  to  the  doctor 
rather  than  reporting  it. 

The  first  suspects  at  a  pot- 
luck-dinner-gone-bod  tend  to 
be  potato  salad,  deviled  eggs, 
or  slaw  left  in  the  sun  too  long. 
While  those  are  common  causes, 
Small  says,  often  the  problem 
has  come  before  in  the  prepara 
tion  process.  Still,  such  foods  are 
the  ones  to  which  attendees  need 
to  pay  dose  attention  in  addition 
to  meats  not  cooked  thoroughly 

Such  caution  isn’t  to  take  the 
fun  out  of  a  staple  of  church  life, 
hut  on  the  contrary  to  ensure 
it.  “Today  there  is  so  much  to 
be  aware  of  in  preparing  food," 
Small  says.  “There  are  gluten 
sensitivities  and  food  allergies 
You  have  to  be  aware  of  condi¬ 
tions  such  as  celiac  disease  and 
how  cross  contamination  occurs 
when  serving  utensils  are  passed 
from  one  disn  to  another. 

“I  don’t  take  these  lightly." 
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gift  to  honor  God.  The  ether  brother, 
Cain,  left  with  a  bad  attitude,  a  rotten 
relationship  with  the  Lord  and  an  un¬ 
willingness  to  do  what  God  was  asking 
him  to  do.  Both  of  them  had  been  at 
the  same  place  with  the  same  God  with 
an  opportunity  to  trust  Him  in  their 
lives.  One  did.  One  did  not. 

While  the  story  lives  itself  out  over 
the  next  years,  one  of  the  tragedies 
that  comes  from  that  first  worship  ex 
perience  was  that  Cain,  with  his  heart 
filled  with  anger,  killed  his  brother, 
Abel.  While  there  are  numerous  points 
of  discussion  related  to  the  tragedy  in 
Charleston,  the  reality  is  that  it  is  not 
just  a  gun  control  issue  or  just  a  race 
relations  issue.  It  is  not just  apolitical 
discussion  point,  but  it  is  a  spiritual 
issue,  a  heart  problem. 

We  also  need  to  stop  and  take 
that  he  had  ever  witnessed  inventory  of  what  is  taxing  place  in 


Wednesday  night,  prayer  meet¬ 
ing  night,  June  17,  2015,  will 
not  be  soon  forgotten.  A 
church  in  Charleston  was  having  their 
usual  Wednesday  night  gathering  for 


executive  director-treasurer 
tist  Convention  Board 


and  worked  with  the  church  preach-  forgiveness 
ing  and  teaching  the  word  of  God  and  in  bis  entire  life, 
with  gentle  love  had  cared  for  the  When  I  first  heard  of  the  shooting 

flock  of  God.  In  his  early  years  he  had  that  had  taken  place  that  Wednesday 
served  in  the  military  and  spent  a  tour  night  and  then  the  pieces  began  to 
of  duty  in  Vietnam  and  now  he  was  come  together  over  what  had  actually 
gone  -  killed  with  the  only  logic  or  taken  place,  one  of  my  first  thoughts 
reason  being  hate.  was  how  little  things  have  changed. 

In  that  court  setting  for  the  arraign-  I’m  not  talking  about  in  South  Com¬ 
ment  of  the  killer  one  of  Bro.  Sim-  lina  or  in  the  South  or  in  Mississippi, 
mons’  granddaughters  spoke  words  I  do  believe  that  things  have  changed, 
of  love  and  forgiveness  to  that  young  Relationships  are  significantly  dif- 
man  and  she  said,  “Hate  won’t  win.  ferent  among  all  races.  Is  there  still 
Hate  had  won  only  hours  before  as  a  progress  ahead?  Absolutely.  Is  there 
young  man  so  filled  with  anger  and  racism  that  sets  up  shop  and  grinds 

bitterness  toward  a  race  unlike  himself  out  hate  in  some  hearts?  Absolutely, 

that  he  would  meditate  on  how  to  kill  but  actually  that  first  thought  1  had 

some  of  them,  but  all  of  a  sudden  all  about  how  little  things  have  changed 

that  church  had  stood  for  and  one  of  had  to  do  with  the  first  worship  servic 
their  ministers  had  proclaimed  and  ever  recorded  in  the  Bible, 

our  Lord  desired  to  be  instilled  within  It  is  recorded  in  Genesis  4.  Two 
eveiy  one  of  us  came  to  focus  as  an  ar-  brothers  brought  their  gifts  and  came 
ticufate  young  woman  simply  affirmed  to  worship  God.  At  the  close  of  the 
and  pronounced,  "Hate  won  t  win."  worship  one  of  them,  a  brother  name* 
One  pastor  observed  that  it  was  for  Abel,  had  had  a  wonderful  experi- 


Revivals  &  Homecomings 

^  Lucian  Church,  Franklin  Association:  Re- 

vival,  June  27  -  28,  Sat.,  7  pm.;  Sun.,  11  a.m., 
followed  by  lunch  and  afternoon  service;  Jim 

kultau,  speaker;  Jack  Hollingsworth,  music;  aA*- 

Carroll  Walker,  pastor.  ^ 

►  Mt.  Carmel  Church,  Edinburg:  revival,  fV 

June  28  -  July  1;  Sun.,  6  p.m.;  Mon.  -  Wed., 

7  p.m.;  Andy 


MPATEO,  YAP  OUX  NTFP,  XLBYA 


YAP  ETWO  RTO,  YALY  B  HBEE  XPSO  L 


r  „  lurch,  Ethai:  Homecom¬ 

ing  and  revival,  June  28  -  July  1;  Sum,  Sun¬ 
day  School,  10  a.m.;  service,  % 1  a.m.  followed 
by  lunch  and  6  p.m.;  Mon.  -  Wed.,  7  p.m.; 
Tommy  Allen,  speaker. 

►  Hebron  Church,  Granada:  Homecoming, 
June  28, 10  a.m.,  followed  by  potluck  lunch; 
Frank  Harbin  and  Dusty  McKibben,  music; 
Truman  Scarborough,  speaker. 

P  Unity  Church,  MotsBs:  Homecoming, 
June  28;  Sunday  School,  9:30  a.m.;  services, 
10:30  a.m.,  followed  by  lunch;  Valton  Doug¬ 
las,  speaker,  Garry  Edwards  pastor. 

w  IfiMlIt  Avhnui  rhurrn  Pm g# bhiu|Ib» 
^  rfiyMP  nffiwv  wniiivii,  r  ■fvayw«a« 

50th  anniversary,  June  27  -  28;  Sat.  picnic 


QLFBSP  BS  YAP  ELSO,  STY  L  QLFBSP  TQ 


MWPLO,  STW  L  YABWXY  QTW  HLYPW 


MZY  TQ  APLWBSR  YAP  HTWOX  TQ  YAP 


ETWO 


LFTX  PBRAY:  PEPGPS 


Have  fun  with  cryptography  and  exercise  your  Bible  knowl¬ 
edge.  A  King  James  Version  Bible  verse  has  been  encoded  by 
letter  substitution.  The  scone  letter  is  substituted  throughout 
the  pwade.  Solve  by  trial  and  error.  Answer  to  last  week’s 
puzzle:  John  16:2 
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SBC  messengers  approve  nine  resolutions 


COLUMBUS.  Ohio  (BP  and  lo¬ 
cal  reports)  -  Messengers  to  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  2015 
annual  meeting  last  week  in  Co¬ 
lumbus,  Oh.,  adopted  nine  resolu¬ 
tions,  some  on  culturally  dMtht 
issues,  with  almost  no  q 

AD  the  resolutions  ottered  in 
the  June  16  afternoon  session 
gained  passage  by  unanimous 
or  nearly  unanimous  votes.  The 
messengers  affirmed  btbbcaDy- 
based  stances  on  such  topics  as 
same  sex  marriage,  racial  recon¬ 
ciliation,  and  the  sanctity  of  hu¬ 
man  life,  as  wefl  as  religious  per¬ 
secution  and  pornography.  Other 
approved  resolutions  called  for 
spiritual  awakening  aixl  celebrat- 
ed  the  90th  anniversary  of  the  Co¬ 
operative  Program. 

Prior  to  the  convention,  the 
SBC  Resolutions  Committee 
received  only  four  resolutions, 
an  unusually  small  number.  As 
a  result,  the  committee  initi¬ 
ated  more  resolutions  than  nor¬ 
mal  but  committee  chairman 
Steve  Gaines,  senior  pastor  of 
Bellevue  Church  outside  Mem¬ 
phis,  said  finding  topics  proved 
no  problem 

There  are  so  many  pressing 
issues  morally  and  spiritually  in 
our  nation  right  now,  it  really 
didn’t  take  long  to  figure  that  out, 
Gaines  said  at  a  news  conference 


after  the  committee’s  report 
He  illustrated  for  repo 
what  he  meant  by  pointing  to  a 
few  of  the  resolutions.  “Wnen  it 
comes  to  our  nation,  when  you 
look  back  at  just  the  last  12-18 
months,  racial  reconciliation 
needs  to  be  at  the  top  of  our  list 
A0  of  us  who  have  children  or 
gnmdchikSren  are  very  concerned 
about  pomograpty.  AO  of  us  are 
concerned  about  abortion  and  not 
t  abortion  but  the  sanctity  of 
on  both  ends.* 

He  added,  “Its  not  hard  in 
light  of  what’s  going  on  with  [the 
sdf-prodaimed  Islamic  State  of 
Iraq  and  Syria]  and  what's  go¬ 
ing  on  in  North  Korea  and  other 
places  to  make  resolutions*  on 


& 


urged  the  U.S.  Supreme 
Court  in  its  decision  this  summer 
to  affirm  the  right  of  citizens  to 
limit  marriage  to  a  male-female 
union,  reasserted  the  SBC  sbebef 
in  the  biblical  view  of  marriage 
no  matter  how  the  justices  rule, 
and  called  for  religious  freedom 
for  individuals  ana  organizations 
who  conscientiously  object  to 
same  sex  marriy 

■  called  for  SBC  churches  and 
entities  to  work  toward  racial  and 
ethnic  diversity  in  their  leaders 
and  encouraged  Southern  Bap¬ 


Vacation  Bible  School 

ChSreh*  Mobile:  Jdj 

17,  5  -  7  P-®-;  for 
tion  information,  c 
520-0860. 


8:30  p.m.;  fiupper 


6  -  10. 6  - 

provided 


MSAudiohhc 

Design  &  Integration  of  Professional  Audio,  Video.  A  Lighting 
Church.  Conference  Room.  School 
Equipment  sales,  service  and  installation 


hooper  Hales 

mfo(am*audiol  lc.com 


P.O.  Box  1575 
Clinton.  MS  j9060 


Ph  601-923-9947 
Fax  601-924-2880 


ATTENTION  PASTORS: 


Bid  Shaw  has  the  gift  of  an  evangelist  and 
the  heart  of  a  pastor.  He  is  available  for 
Revivals  or  Special  Days.  He  preached  at 
First  Baptist  Dallas  while  Dr.  Criswell  was 
pastor.  BUI  Shaw  has  long  been  known 
for  his  Southern-Revival  style  preaching. 
Countless  people  have  been  converted 
;  under  his  preaching.  T rained  under  the 
late  Dr.  Robert  G.  Lee,  Bellevue  Baptist. 
Memphis/Tenn^^^^^^^^^^— 


CALL  954  210  3685 


?  *  j 

ij 


Bill  Shaw 


ADOPTED  -  Messengers  to  the  Southern  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion’s  2015  annual  meeting  vote  on  a  resolutions  report  by  rais¬ 
ing  ballots  during  the  June  16  afternoon  session  at  the  Greater 
Columbus  Convention  Center  in  Columbus,  Oh.  (BP  photo) 


tists  to  be  “faithful  ambassadors 
of  reconciliation.* 

■  affirmed  the  sanctity  of  hu¬ 
man  life  “at  aD  stages  of  develop 
ment*  and  exhorted  Southern 
Baptists  to  seek  “the  repeal  of  un¬ 
just  laws  and  inhumane  practices 
that  degrade  human  life. 

■  denounced  all  religious  per¬ 
secution  and  called  for  Southern 
Baptists  to  pray  for 
Christians  during  ] 
and  corporate  v 


■  appealed  to  the  North  Kore- 


pressure 
recognize  the  religious  freedom  of 
its  citizens. 

■  expressed  grief  over  the  dt- 
^tractive  impact  of  pornography 
and  affirmed  the  power  of  the  Gos- 

of  Jesus  to  deliver  those  who 
i  committed  sexual  immorality 

■  pledged  a  commitment 
by  Southern  Baptists  to  seek 


pel  of 
tiavec 


God  and  to  pray  that  He 
would  bring  revival. 

■  expressed  gratitude  to  God 
upon  me  9081  anniversary  of 
the  Cooperative  Program  for  His 
leadership  in  its  establishment 
and  encouraged  Southern  Baptist 
churches  to  consider  increases  in 

tflSanli^G^and  aD  those 
who  helped  with  this  year's 
meeting. 

In  presenting  the  resolutions 
to  the  messengers,  the  commit¬ 
tee*  ‘knew  that  we  were  speak¬ 
ing  on  very  important  issues 
that  we  are  facing  in  our  cul¬ 
ture  and  that  I  as  a  pastor  think 
about  that  every  time  I  preach,* 
Gaines  said. 

“We  want  to  speak  the  truth, 
but  we  always  want  to  do  it  in  love 
and  redemption,"  be  told  report¬ 
ers,  ’and  we  are  not  in  any  way 
angry  with  anybody.  We  love  ev- 
ayoody  but  when  you  kwe  the 
Lord,  you  have  to  say  what  the 
Bible  says.” 

Messengers  approved 

amendments  to  three  of  the  res¬ 
olutions  presented  by  the  com¬ 
mittee.  All  those  changes  were 
welcomed  by  the  committee  as 
friendly  amendments.  No  Mis¬ 
sissippi  Baptists  were  appointed 
to  serve  on  this  year’s  SBC  Reso¬ 
lutions  Committee. 


Messengers  propose  10  motions 
during  2015  SBC  annual  meeting 


COLUMBUS,  Oh.  (BP)  -Mes 
sengers  proposed  to  motions  dur¬ 
ing  the  Southern  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion  annual  meeting  June  16-17  in 
Columbus,  Oh.  AD  but  one  were 
referred  to  SBC  entities  or  ruled 
out  of  order. 

By  a  show  of  ballots,  messen- 
red  a  motion  by  Alan 
1  Gateway  Church  in 
Al..  that 


Montgomery, 
gers  commend  the  SBC  Execu¬ 
tive  Committee’s  (EC)  Review 
of  the  Southern  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion's  Progress  on  Racial  Rec¬ 
onciliation,  1995-2015.  The  EC 
review  was  published  m  the  SBC 
Daily  Bulletin,  Part  2,  during  the 
annual  meeting  and  it  can  be  ac¬ 
cessed  through  the  free  SBC  app 
at  the  iPhone,  iPad,  and  Android 
app  stores. 

Memenffrs  also  voted  by  a 
show  of  ballots  to  refer  two  mo¬ 
tions  to  the  SBC  Executive  Com¬ 
mittee  for  consideration  and  to  be 
reported  on  during  the  2016  an¬ 
nual  meeting  in  St  Louis: 

■  A  motion  by  Steve  Bailey 
of  Calvary  Church,  Osceola,  Ar., 
for  the  SBC  to  amend  its  by¬ 
laws  to  require  that  those  who 
nominate  SBC  officers  report 
the  percentage  of  funds  given  to 
the  Cooperative  Program  by  the 
nominee’s  church. 

M  A  motion  by  Tim  Barnette 
of  Faith  Church  in  Faith,  N.C- 
requesting  that  the  SBC  amend 
its  bylaws  to 


to  hear  from  those  nominated  to 
serve  as  SBC  officers. 

Three  other  motions 
automatically  referred  to  SBC 
entities  for  consideration,  as  di- 

■  A^motion^ Ben  Chandler 
of  First  Church,  Ashville,  AL, 
that  the  EC  and  all  SBC  entities 
take  a  “stand  in  our  culture  for 
the  truth  and  lead  the  way  to  re¬ 
pair  the  moral  fabric  of  America, 
bv  using  all  means  possible,  in¬ 
cluding  the  media.*  The  motion 
was  referred  to  the  Executive 
Committee  and  all  SBC  entities. 

■  A  motion  by  Leroy  Cole  of 
Bethany  Church,  Andalusia,  Al., 
that  a  shuttle  service  be  provided  N 
for  messengers  to  the  SBC  an¬ 
nual  meeting  and  that  the  SBC 
president  survey  messengers  as 
to  whether  they  would  use  such  a 
service.  The  motion  was  referred 
to  the  EC. 

■  A  motion  by  Jason  Lozier 
and  Chad  Stebelton  of  First 
Church,  Ashville,  Oh.,  that  the 
SBC  establish  a  program  to  help 
churches  and  associations  start 
or  improve  men’s  ministries 
both  nationally  and  globally.  The 
motion  was  referred  to  LifeWay 
Christian  Resources. 

Four  motions  were  ruled  out 
of  order 

■  A  motion  by  Wiley  Drake  of 
First  Southern  Oiurch  and  Mes¬ 
sianic  Fellowship  in  Buena  Park, 
Ca.,  to  ask  SBC  President  Ronnie 


Floyd  to  run  for  president  of  the 
United  States  in  the  2016 election, 
ruled  out  of  order  because  it  “is 
outside  the  scope  of  the  conven¬ 
tion’s  affairs  and  can  violate  the 
convention’s  tax-exempt  status.” 

■  Another  motion  by  Drake 
requesting  that  Floyd  verbalize 
a  particular  prayer  promoted 
by  the  Family  Research  Coun¬ 
cil,  a  pro-family  group  based  in 
Washington.  D  C,  ruled  out  of 
order  because  it  “is  outside  the 
convention's  authority  to  inter¬ 
fere  with  the  language  of  any¬ 
one’s  personal  prayer 

■  A  motion  dv  David  Roberts 
of  Sunrise  Church,  Midland,  Mi., 
that  the  North  American  Mission 
Board,  the  International  Mission 
Board,  and  LifeWay  Christian 
Resources  find  a  way  to  finan¬ 
cially  support  Southern  Baptist 
campus  ministers.  The  motion 
was  ruled  as  out  of  order  because 
it  directed,  rather  than  requested, 
an  action  by  SBC  entities. 

■  A  motion  by  Mike  Scott  of 
Faith  Church,  Iron  Station,  N.C., 
calling  Southern  Baptists  to  boy¬ 
cott  Zondervan  and  Thomas  Nel¬ 
son  publishers  because  they  are 
owned  by  Harper  Collins.  Scott 
noted  that  Harper  Collins  pub¬ 
lished  such  books  as  a  Satanic 
Bible  and  The  Joy  of  Gay  Sex.  The 
motion  was  ruled  as  out  of  order 
because  it  was  in  the  form  of  a  res¬ 
olution  and  was  not  submitted  to 
the  SBC  Resolutions  Committee. 
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Just  for  the  Record 


4-4  J  m 


UNION  HALL  CHURCH,  BROOKHAVEN.  presented  Joyful 
Noiee,  a  newly  formed  quartet  from  the  church,  In  a  5th  Sunday 
special  program  May  31 


Raini  Sanford  and  Caroline  Crawford,  UNKJN 
CHURCH,  TYLERTORIN,  recently  attended  GA 
camp  at  Garaywa  Camp  and  Conference  Center. 


GRACE  CHURCH,  VICKSBURG,  held  a 
graduation  ceremony  for  Kelle  Griffith  May  10 
Shown  are  Griffith  and  pastor  H.  Bryan  Abel. 


SLAYDEN  CHURCH,  MARSHALL  ASSOCIATION,  hon¬ 
ored  graduate*  All  Crawtord.  Cheslay  Hurdle,  and  Blake  Plow¬ 
man.  Ruaty  Fair,  pastor 


Twenty-nine  member*  from  MO  LEVEL  CHURCH,  STONE  COUNTY,  went  to  Guatemala 
May  29- June  6  aa  a  part  of  a  group  of  42. The  church  adopted  a  small  village.  Las  Flores,  San 
attributed  food,  sanitary  Hama,  and  Bibles. 


■3*  7 
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CHURCH.  DURANT,  hosted  a  Hats  Off  to  Summer 


rty  June  6,  a  Sunday  School  and  outreach  promo- 
oximately  30  women  were  present  wearing  hats 
fitting  the  theme. 


UNION  HALL  CHURCH.  BROOKHAVEN.  honored  interim 
pastor  Jason  Case  and  his  family  with  a  special  service  May 
31  after  one  year  of  service.  The  family  and  church  shared  a 
meal  together  after  the  service. 


10  DAVS  TO  TH 6 
HOLV  LAND 
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Nine  men  from  UNION  COUNTY  ASSOCIATION  repre¬ 
senting  Ingomar,  Beulah,  and  Pleasant  Ridge  Churches,  went 
on  a  construction  mission  trip  to  Moose  Pass  Community 
Church,  Alaska,  May  25  -  June  2. 


and  bike  show  with  live  brack,  free 
food,  and  fun  and  nanrs  for  the 
kids.  Fee. 

>  Hebron  Church,  G  enada,  is 

hosting  Buddy  Liles  in  cjooert  July 
8,6  p.m.  Love  offering. 


GATUNBURG  RENTALS  C ata  NMi  WWW.SEBRENHOMEIMPROVEMENT 
and  Canto  S7Mi  Comet  832  922  (M01  or  COM.  Onto  owed  Don  &  R*»  Satan 
E-net  p(R*470O0aLnat  tor  tameOon  and  801-982-2092  Al  hone  mpiovanento,  tang. 
HooSg.  energy  oflkcnnl  wndows.  rretal  &  stogie  roola. 

STAMED  GLASS:  new  wndma  ano  npan  wion  A  aurvoone.  polo  cow*  (tod*,  mu 
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com.  from  p.  1 

Awakening 

Floyd,  who  was  reelected  at 
the  meeting  to  a  second  term 
as  SBC  president,  called  in  his 
presidential  address  for  South¬ 
ern  Baptists  to  provide  spiritual 
and  moral  leadership  amid  a 
time  of  crisis  in  the  world  that 
also  is  “our  most  defining  hour 
as  Southern  Baptists.” 

Building  on  Floyd’s  address, 
the  June  16  prayer  time  fea¬ 
tured  intercession  led  by  n 
pfttfors  and  was  punctuated 
by  hundreds,  if  not  thousands, 
of  believers  either  kneeling  or 
prostrate  in  the  Greater  Colum¬ 
bus  Convention  Center.  Dozens 
more  formed  a  broad  array  of 
racial  and  '"thnic  groups  voiced 
prayers  from  the  platform. 

A  resolution  on  "revival 
and  spiritual  awakening"  said 
Southern  Baptists  “faithfully 
and  fervently  plead  with  our 
great  God  to  open  the  win¬ 
dows  of  heaven  and  come  down 
among  His  people  with  a  fresh 
filling  of  His  Spirit.* 


Marriage 

With  a  U.S.  Supreme  Court 
decision  on  same  sex  marriage 
nationwide  expected  in  late 
June,  Floyd  and  the  living  SBC 
presidents  elected  since  1980 
issued  a  joint  statement  that 
pledged  love  for  individuals  with 
same-sex  attraction  yet  stated, 
“We  will  not  accept,  nor  adhere 
to,  any  legal  redefinition  of  mar- 
nmt  Issued  by  any  political  or 
judicial  body  including  the  Unit¬ 
ed  States  Supreme  Court* 

Floyd  drew  national  head¬ 
lines  when  he  said  in  his  presi¬ 
dential  address  that  he  will  not 
perform  same  sex  weddings. 

A  resolution  on  the^pub- 
lic  witness  on  marriage"  called 
on  the  Supreme  Court  to  “up¬ 
hold  the  right  of  the  citizens  to 
define  marriage  as  exclusively 
the  union  of  one  man  and  one 


woman.”  Southern  Baptists  will 
not  waver  in  their  defense  of 
traditional  marriage  regardless 
of  how  the  court  rules,  the  reso¬ 
lution  said. 

A  presidential  panel  discus¬ 
sion  addressed  ways  churches 
can  prepare  for  continuing  chal¬ 
lenges  to  biblical  sexual  moral¬ 
ity.  Panelists  included  Russell 
Moore,  president  of  the  Ethics 
&  Religious  Liberty  Commis¬ 
sion  (ERLC)  in  Nashville;  R. 
Albert  Mohler  Jr.,  president  of 
S  juthem  Seminary  in  Louis- 
v.lle,  Ky.;  and  Rosaria  Butter¬ 
field  of  Durham,  N.C,  a  former 
tenured  professor  at  Syracuse 
University  in  upstate  New  York 
who  made  a  profession  of  frith 
in  Christ  in  1999  and  left  the 
lesbian  lifestyle.  She  is  now  a 
pastor’s  wife  and  defender  of 
traditional  marriage. 

Religious  liberty 

To  help  combat  global  reli¬ 
gious  persecution,  the  ERLC 
announced  the  opening  of  an 
international  religious  free¬ 
dom  office  in  the  Mideast  and 
appointed  Travis  Wussow  of 
Austin,  Texas,  as  director  of 
international  justice  and  reli¬ 
gious  liberty. 

Barronelle  Stutzman,  a 
Washington  state  florist  held  li¬ 
able  by  her  state’s  government 
for  refusing  to  provide  flowers 
for  a  same  sex  wedding,  re¬ 
ceived  a  standing  ovation  when 
she  was  introduced  during  the 
ERLC  report.  Naghmeh  Abe- 
dim,  wife  of  UJ5.  pastor  Saeed 
Abedim  imprisoned  in  Iran  for 
hw  Christian  faith,  briefly  ad¬ 
dressed  the  SBC  Pastors’  Con¬ 
ference  June  15  and  spoke  at 
the  Pastors’  Wives  Conference. 

Floyd  asked  God  specifical¬ 
ly  for  Saeed  Abedinis  release 
during  the  convention’s  eve¬ 
ning  of  prayer.  1 

Two  resolutions  spotlighted 
religious  persecution,  with  one 
pledging  prayer  for  the  perse-  < 
cuted  church  worldwide"  and  the 
other  specifically  denouncing  re¬ 


ligious  persecution  and  human 
rights  violations  in  North  Korea. 

The  marriage  resolution 
stated,  “the  religious  liberty  of 
individual  citizens  or  institu¬ 
tions  should  not  be  infringed  as 
a  result  of  believing  or  living  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  biblical  definition 
of  marriage.* 

Ethnic  diversity 

Messengers  received  a  report 
from  the  SBC  Executive  Com¬ 
mittee  reviewing  the  conven¬ 
tion’s  progress  on  racial  recon¬ 
ciliation  in  the  years  between 
199S-2015.  A  motion  from  the 
floor  to  commend  the  Executive 
Committee  for  its  work  was  ad¬ 
opted,  and  a  resolution  pledged 
messengers’  rededication  to  the 
work  of  racial  reconciliation. 

The  Committee  on  Nomi¬ 
nations  elected  for  the  com¬ 
ing  year  is  the  most  diverse  in 
the  SBC’s  history,  with  27%  of 
members  coming  from  ethnic 
and  minority  groups,  reported 
Bryan  Smith,  chair  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Committees. 

Missionary  celebration 

At  the  joint  IMB/NAMB 
Church  and  Mission  Sending 
Celebration,  messengers  were 
introduced  to  dozens  of  North 
American  and  international 
missionaries  in  a  video  presen¬ 
tation.  Messengers  gathered 
around  them  to  pray  and  of¬ 
fered  an  ovation  of  support. 


■  IMB  President  David  Platt 
denied  reports  that  a  new  per¬ 
sonnel  policy  lowers  standards 
for  missionaries.  The  policy 
seeks  to  align  the  IMBs  re- 
^uirements  with  the  Baptist 

signal  a  shift  in  practice  related 
to  speaking  in  tongues  or  di¬ 
vorce  among  other  missionary 
qualifications,  Platt  said. 

Messengers  did  not  ask  Platt 
any  questions  despite  media 


Truth  is  not  relative. 

Find  it  in  the  One  who  is  the  wav,  truth,  and  life. 

Mmplv  share  I  he  following  prayer  wilh  f.od 
in  \ our  o\\ n  \\ orris: 

.  I  •  I  ord,  I  admit  that  I  need  you.  it  have  sinned.) 

m  2.  I  want  forgiveness  for  mv  sins 

tV  and  freedom  from  eternal  death.  (I  repent.) 


4.  By  faith,  I  ir 
from Jgrfime  on,  I  want 
Him.  (I  rei  eiy  e  1 

riarn  as  received  him ,  in  thvm  /ie  «;•»*  < 
Cod.  even  to  thn\  1  whn  in 
make  a  dec  ision  lor  (  hrisf  today,  1  nnlat 


died  and  rose  Irom  the 
nn  sins  and  to  restore' 
relationship  with  you. 

,  1 1  beliey e  in  |esus. ) 
mis  (  hrisf  into  my  life, 
in  a  toying  relationship 
is  mv  S.n  ior  and  I  ord.  1 
»/  become  (hihlrvn  of 
n  hi\  n,im<  /o/»n  / ;  /  Jt 
I  sotiihern  Baptist  church 
lor  spiritual  guidance. 


reports  that  some  planned  to 
voice  concerns  about  the  re¬ 
vised  personnel  policy. 

■  NAMB  President  Kevin 
Ezell  reported  985  church  starts 
in  2014,  a  five  percent  increase 
from  the  previous  year.  Some 
58%  of  last  year’s  church  plants 
were  nor.  Anglo,  he  said. 

■  Messengers  amended  an 
Executive  Committee  recom¬ 
mendation  that  would  have  al¬ 
lowed  the  messengers  present 
ait  any  session  of  an  SBC  annual 
meeting  to  constitute  a  quorum. 
As  amended,  the  Executive  Com¬ 
mittee  recommendation  main¬ 
tains  the  current  SBC  Bylaw  35 
definition  of  a  quorum  as  “a  min¬ 
imum  of  25%  of  those  duly  regis¬ 
tered  and  seated  messengers/ 

■  An  Executive  Commit¬ 
tee  recommendation  was  ap¬ 
proved  to  change  the  name  of 
Golden  Gate  Seminary  to  Gate¬ 
way  Seminary  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention.  During  the 
first-ever  fob*  report  of  the  six 
SBC  sem juries.  Golden  Gate 
Seminar}  reported  that  the  re¬ 
location  of  its  primary  campus 
from  San  Francisco  in  north¬ 
ern  California  to  the  Los  Ange¬ 
les  area  in  southern  California 
should  be  complete  by  the  sum¬ 
mer  of  2016. 

■  Messengers  approved  an 
Executive  Committee  recom¬ 
mendation  to  amend  NAMB’s 


ministry  assignment,  enabling 
the  convention’s  entity  charged 
with  facilitating  North  Ameri¬ 
can  missions  to  "provide  spe¬ 
cialized,  defined  and  agreed 
upon  assistance  to  the  Interna¬ 
tional  Mission  Board  in  assist¬ 
ing  churches  to  plant  churches 
foi  specific  groups  outside  the 
United  States  and  Canada.” 

Executive  Committee  leaders 
said  in  February  that  the  possi¬ 
bility  of  military  chaplains  fac¬ 
ing  religious  liberty  constraints 
in  their  ministry  to  troops  over¬ 
seas  was  a  key  factor  in  the  rec¬ 
ommendation. 

■  The  Woman’s  Mission¬ 
ary  Union  auxiliary  to  the  SBC 
elected  Linda  Cooper  of  Bowl¬ 
ing  Green,  Ky.,  as  president 
during  their  Missions  Celebra¬ 
tion  and  Annual  Meeting  on 
June  14-15  prior  to  the  SBC  an¬ 
nual  meeting. 


Park  Church  in  Bowling  Green, 
will  replace  Debby  Akerman, 
who  has  served  as  president  for 
five  years. 

■  Crossover,  the  annual 
evangelistic  blitz  preceding  the 
annual  meeting,  yielded  at  least 
4.950  Gospel  conversations  and 
345  professions  of  faith. 

■  Nine  resolutions  addressed 
pornography,  the  sanctity  of 
human  lire,  and  the  Cooperative 
Program,  among  other  subjects. 


Submission  Guidelines  ^5 

The  Baptist  Record  is  pleased  to  publish  news  and 


•nd/or  photographs  depicting  benefits  and  activities  for  secular 
or  outside  organizations  will  not  be  published 

Preferred  method:  news  may  be  submitted  electronically 
to  the  e^nait  address  below,  and  must  be  included  in  the 
mastage  segment  of  an  email  farm.  Secondary  method:  newt 

and  mailed.  All  articles  must  be  received  in  writing;  no  articles 
win  be  accepted  ewer  the  telephone.  Due  to  over  present  virus 

attachments  in  JPEG  format  are  permissible. 

Please  make  articles  concise.  Indude  the  who.  what.  when, 
where  details  of  the  story,  along  with  a  contact  person's 
address  and  telephone  number. 

Photographs  must  be  submitted  electronically  via  e-mail,  as 
attachments  in  JPEG  format.  Hard  copy  photographs  mailed 
through  the  postal  service  win  not  be  accepted.  Photographs 
must  be  dear,  sharp,  and  weJHighted  Photographs  must  depict 
paopte  No  landscape-,  building-,  or  object-only  photographs 
win  be  printed  Photographs  containing  inappropriate  gestures 
and  objectionable  clothing  w*  not  be  published  Can  phone 
photographs  and  other  low  resolution  items  that  do  not 
reprocfcjce  well  on  newsprint  are  generally  not  publishable 

There  it  no  guarantee  that  news  items  and/or  photographs 
win  be  published,  and  unaoticitod  material  wM  not  be 
udmwAe dged  or  returned  AS  news  items  are  subject  to 
•drtmg.  and  all  photographs  are  subject  to  cropping  News 
items  and/or  photographs  can  be  published  one  time  only 
Deadline  for  submitting  newt  Is  one  week  prior  to  requested 
publication  data  Articles  that  are  not  date-sensitive  win  be 
Pubfiahed  on  a  space-available  basis  These  guidelines  are 
not  meant  to  be  exhaustive 

Submit  news  to  The  Baptist  Rsoord.  P.O.  Box  530  Jackson 
MS  39206-0530.  FAX:  (801)  292-3330  E-mail:  bapbstrecord# 
mbeborg. 
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Tom  Staples 

Mrs.  Charlotte  Vickery 
Debbie  Stringer 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Roger  W.  Arnold 
Glenn  Suttle 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Hubert  E.  Hunter 
Mr.  Eugene  Tanner 
William  B  Webb 
Alvin  Taylor 
Ms.  Joyce  R.  Hall 
Harold  Taylor 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Charlie  Gambrell 
Peggy  Teel 
Mr.  John  W.  Ted 
Tara  Tew 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Bob  Hennington 
Mrs.  Doris  Trammel 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Reece  Douglas,  Jr. 
Gary  B.  Trimble 
Mr.  Andy  Oakes  and  Carrie 
Oakes 

Lake  Trimble 
Ms.  Carolyn  L  Rigdon 
Johnny  M.  Turner 
Mr  Everett  L  Kimbrough 
Ryan  Turner 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  R.  N  Humhreys 
Mrs.  Irene  B.  Lancaster 
Kenneth  Tynes 
Mount  Pleasant  BC 
Braxton  Wells 
Mr  ft  Mrs  Lewis  Gerald 
Mrs  Julia  Wells 
Mr  ft  Mrs.  Lester  Maddox 
Mr  ft  Mrs  Roy  West 
Mr  ft  Mrs  David  R  West,  Jr 
Mrs.  Janet  McDaniel  White 
Mount  Vernon  BC 
Zuia  Mae  Braswell  Whitlock 
Bank  Independent 
Dr  ft  Mrs  Thomas  D.  Cockrell 
Ms  Peggy  A  Black 
Mr  Glen  Whittington 
Mr  It  Mrs  Stephen  A. 
McManus 
Ms.  June  M  Cotten 
Lucy  Williams 


Mack  Sharp 

New  Hebron  Attendance  Ctr 
Faculty  ft  Staff 
Donald  Ray  Sherman 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Kenneth  R. 
Robertson 
Bertie  Simmons 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Jimmy  Forbes 
Mr  Wade  Simmons 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Jimmy  Jenkins 


Stanton  BC 
Mr.  R.  E.  Williams 
William  B.  Webb 
Thomas  Lee  Wilson 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Hembree  Brandon 
A1  Wylie 

Mrs.  Alice  Buford 
Robert  Yeager 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Gerald  Stanford 
Billie  Young 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Jimmy  Jenkins 
Lois  Young 
Tinsley  BC 


MAY  aois 

HONORS 

Dr.  ft  Mis.  Bill  Baker 
Ms.  Janet  M.  Taylor 
Patrick  W.  Ball 
Adler  Gates 
Sharon,  Ken 
Brian  ft  Christen 
Barrett  ft  Jeremy  Cooper 
Blair  ft  Irene  Powers 
Mias  Jenny  Whitten 
Mr.  ft  Mrs  Bobby  Ball 
Mr.  ft  Mrs  Herbert  Ball 
Ms.  Christina  Osborne 
Ms.  Mary  Stuckey 
Ms.  Ruth  Oswalt 
Ms.  Sarah  Auhman 
Ms.  Shelley  Griffin 
Parker  ft  Price  Russell 
Various  Birthday  Guests 
Jonathan  ft  Lindsay  Ball 
Ms.  Julia  S.  Fortenberry 
Mrs  Bertha  Nell  Bounds 
Rev.  Randle  S.  Poss 
Jill  Childress 
Mr.  ft  Mrs  Rex  Cowart 
Caaey  Childress 
Donna  Crias 
Mr.  Jody  Cnsa 
Dad  of  But**  Kennedy 
Ms.  Birtie  M.  Kennedy 

*  ?  n - a_ - 

rlTnCUl  UUCJCWOnn 

Sam,  Diane,  Lydia  ft 
Elizabeth  Long 
Dr.  Bill  ft  Marion  Duncan 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  James  H.  Chase 
Mrs.  Grace  Pinnix  French 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Tommy  Pinnix 
Sue  Gregory 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Terry  Peters 
Mrs.  Neima  Hall 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Tommy  Pinnix 
Mrs.  Allene  Holloway 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  John  L  Holloway 
Lou  Gill  Jermson 
Mr.  ft  Mrs  Hubert  D.  Batson 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Jimmy  Johnston 
Mr  ft  Mrs.  Jimmy  W  Hardy 
Mrs.  Karen  Jones 
Rev  Randle  S.  Poss 
Thomas  Edward  Jones 
Ms  Margaret  A.  Patrick 
Patsy  May 

Ms.  Ernestine  F.  May 
Sean  Milner 

Mr  ft  Mrs  Howard  M  Vaughn 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Bruce  Hays  Nazary 
Mr  ft  Mrs.  Richard  Nazary 
loree  Newsom 
Ms.  Becky  Avis 
Mrs.  Peggy  Palmer 
Mr  ft  Mrs  Mark  FI  Gunn 
Mrs  Christine  Payne 
Clarkadakr  BC,  T  EL  SSL 
Bess  Jones  Perry 
Ms.  Margaret  A  Patrick 
Mrs.  Searcy  Pinnix 
Mr.  ft  Mrs  Tommy  Pinnix 
Jamie  Priest 

Ms  Shuirne  Pnest 
Mrs.  Mildred  Redding 
Mr  ft  Mrs  Bobby  R  Redding 
The  Milner  s 

Dr.  ft  Mrs  Edgar  N  Donahoe 
Mrs  Ernest  G.  Thomas 
Birthday  Oub 
Sheila  Tumage 


Ms.  Jane  Davis 
Mrs.  Amy  Van  Hooser 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Bobby  R.  Redding 
Mary  Ellen  Woodward 
■April  Ret  chum 


MAY  2015 

MEMORIALS 

Linda  Ackerman 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Ron  D  Craddock 
Philip  ft  Kathy  Patrick 
Rev  ft  Mrs.  Henry  C.  Adams 
Mr  ft  Mrs.  Richard  Nazary 
Max  L  Adcox 
Ms.  Birtie  M.  Kennedy 
Murray  Akers 

Mr  ft  Mrs.  James  H.  Mitchell 
Helen  Allen 
Morton  UMC 
Mary  Anderson 
Mr  ft  Mrs.  Jerry  Nail 
Erne  Lee  Anding 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Doc  Oakman 
Mr.  David  Baker 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Mike  Dean 
Mrs.  Lois  Baker 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Eugene  B.  Lanier 
Mrs.  Nancy  W.  Wilbanks 
Betty  White  Walker  Bannister 
Ms.  Margie  Johnson 
LaveDe  Barnett  Jr 
Mrs.  Deborah  Ainsworth 
Charles  W.  Barrett 
Mr  ft  Mrs.  Frank  O. 
Croathwait,  Jr. 

Lois  Barrick 
New  Henleyfield  BC 
Thomas  Vernon  Beaver 

Hon.  ft  Mrs.  Jess  H  Dickinson 
Joe  Bedwell 

Mrs.  Mary  J.  Henderson 
Ray  Bell 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Steve  C.  Johnson 
W.  C  (Coach)  Boone 

Mr  ft  Mm.  Paul  W  Allen 
Mrs.  Bobbie  Boyd 
Eastwood  BC 
Golden  Circle  SSC,  FBC 


India  nola 
Mr.  Charles  Boyd 
Mr  ft  Mrs.  Mike  Dean 
Don  Brady 

Mr  ft  Mrs  James  E.  Clark 
Mrs.  Tens  Haskins 
Mrs.  Billie  B reeland 
Mr  ft  Mrs.  Mike  Dean 
Debbie  Breland 
Trinity  BC 

James  Harold  Brewer 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  BUI  Baker 
Mr.  Duward  Brown 
Mrs.  Dot  G.  Griffin 
Mrs.  Elaine  Brown 
Houlka  BC  Young  Aduh  11 
Mr.  Pat  Brown 

Tommie  R.  Sullivan  ft  Family 
Jahazel  Buckley 
Mr.  Ted  Buckley 
Mr  Lee  Bullock  * 

Mr  ft  Mrs.  Mike  Dean 
Helen  Burns 

Mr  ft  Mrs.  Paul  W  Allen 
Billy  E.  Burwell 
Mrs.  Bobbie  B.  Lannon 
Mr  Charlie  Caldwell 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Doc  Oakman 
J.  R  Chaney 

Hannah,  Jordan,  Stella  ft 
Olivia  Chaney 
Chris  Cobb 

Mr  ft  Mrs.  Lee  H.  Thompson. 
Jr. 

Claude  Cook 
Ms.  Theresa  Cook 
Mrs.  Myrna  Cook 
Mr  Paul  Roberts 
Mrs.  Beverly  Robinson  Cooley 
Mr  ft  Mrs.  Greg  Tynes 
Ms  I  rets  W.  Graham 
Mr  ft  Mrs.  Arthur  D  Burnett 
Mr  ft  Mrs.  Hubert  T  Kendnck 
Mr.  John  Cope 
Mr  ft  Mrs.  John  W.  Potter 
Marty  Cornwell 
Mr  ft  Mrs.  Paul  W  Allen 
Janie  Coward 
Mrs  Wilma  Davis 
Lance  Cowart 
Mr  ft  Mm.  Paul  W  Allen 


Helen  Craft 

Mrs.  Deborah  Ainsworth 
Mr.  James  Crosby 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Dwayne  Smith 
Mr.  ft  Mrs  Richard  Carroll 
Smith 

James  OUen  Crosby 
Ms.  Alana  C  Greer 
Tony  Crosby 
Mrs.  Theresa  Henry 
Gertrude  Killebrew  Curran 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Richard  A  Pullen 
Gladys  W.  Davis 
Mr.  ft  Mm.  Gerald  Buchanan 
Mrs.  Oma  Davis 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Curtis  A  Buchanan 
Lynn  Dennies 
Mr  ft  Mrs.  Weldon  F.  Kyle 
Dr.  Eugene  ft  Betty  Dobbs 
Irma  Lee  Ham  mack 
Larry  Draughn 
Mr.  ft  Mm.  Byron  Kyle 
Mr.  James  Dubose 
Mr.  ft  Mm.  Mike  Dean 
William  A  Dunaway 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Larry  Dunaway 
James  Durr 
Mr  ft  Mrs  Ed  Abel 
Marcia  Dye 

Larry  ft  Sylvia  Melton  ft 
Family 

Mr.  Fred  Ervin 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Mike  Dean 
Jeffie  Fairley 
Mr  ft  Mrs  Mike  Hatch 
Mr.  C  A.  Farr 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Richard  Carroll 
Smith 

Mr.  Clem  Farr 
Richard  ft  Tony  Rogers 
Barbara  Fowler 
FBC  Oxford 
Bob  Fulgham 

Patricia  ft  Annie  Pearl  Tnplett 
Mr  Joe  Gladden 
Mr  ft  Mrs  Byron  Kyle 
Mr  ft  Mrs  Mike  Dean 
Robert  Godwin 
Liberty  HS  Class  of  1962 
Mr  James  Goodman 
Mr  ft  Mrs  Mike  Dean 


BCV  EMPLOYMENT  OPPORTUNITY 

The  BCV  employs  Christian,  mission-minded,  husband  and  wife 
teams,  without  dependent  children  or  pets,  to  serve  in  the  position 
of  Houseparents.The  couples  must  be  mature  Christian  adults  with 
personal  integrity,  character  and  of  good  reputation  with  standards 
and  ethics  expected  of  any  member  of  The  Baptist  Children  s  Vil¬ 
lage  staff. 

They  receive  a  salary  with  benefits  and  are  provided  a  private  bed¬ 
room  and  meals  while  on  duty. The  primary  job  responsibility  of 
Houseparents  is  to  maintain  a  home-like  environment  that  models 
healthy,  Christian  family  living  for  children  and  youth  residents.  They 
are  the  primary  caregivers  and  help  with  everything  from  trans¬ 
portation  and  homework  to  laundry  and  meals  when  on  duty. 

Houseparent  responsibilities  are  varied  and  somewhat  depend¬ 
ent  upon  which  campus  and  to  which  cottage  the  couple  is  as¬ 
signed.  However,  all  Houseparents  need  to  be  in  good  physical, 
mental  and  emotional  health. They  must  be  cooperative  and  com¬ 
fortable  working  in  a  team  environment 

To  apply  for  the  current  Houseparent  openings,  please  contact 
Celeste  Cade  at  ccade@baptistchildrensvillage.com  or  601-922 
2242. 

A  complete  job  description  and  application  may  be  downloaded 
at  www.baptistchildrensvillage.com 


Sunday  School  Lessons  for  June  28, 2015 


IsThis  of  God?  •  /  John  4:1-6 


While  a  student  in  a  public  speaking 
class  in  high  school,  I  recall  an  interesting 
assignment  the  class  was  oven.  Each  stu¬ 
dent  was  required  to  stand  in  front  of  the 
class  and  snare  two  true  accounts  from 
their  life  and  one  story  that  was  false.  The 
rest  of  the  class  was  then  given  the  task  of 
deciding  which  of  the  throe  stones  were 
not  true.  We  were  told  to  watch  for  body 
language,  tone,  eye  contact  and  other  sub¬ 
tle  features  when  one  in  speaking.  Some 
stories  were  obviously  false  due  to  their 
outlandish  nature  or  the  nuances  of  the 
speaker.  However,  the  ones  proving  to  be 
more  challenging  were  those  who  could 
tell  an  untrue  story  without  any  change  in 
their  tone  or  body  language.  Tney  were  in 
fact,  ’‘good"  liars. 

Truth  is  something  that  seems  to  be 
increasingly  scarce  m  today’s  society. 
We  have  witnessed  news  anchors  of 
high  regard  embellish  stories,  those  in 
public  office  betray  our  trust  and  even 
those  in  ministry  fall  into  the  trap  of 
lying  and  greatly  damaging  their  repu¬ 
tation  ana  effectiveness.  It  would  be 
safe  to  say  that  most  parents  hope  to 
instill  in  their  child  the  value  of  telling 
the  truth  and  not  being  dishonest.  So, 
where  does  someone  leave  the  path  of 
what  is  true  and  genuine?  While  there 
are  many  answers  to  that  question,  I 


would  submit  to  you  the  simple  answer 
is  pride.  It  is  not  only  those  in  the  public 
eye  that  could  succumb  to  sharing  false¬ 
hoods.  Each  one  of  us  must  be  willing  to 
share  the  truth  in  love  and  grace.  We  are 
not  responsible  for  how  others  respond 
to  the  truth  of  Christ.  However,  we  are 
responsible  for  sharing  truth  will  all 
those  we  come  in  contact  with.  As  one 
friend  of  mine  says,  “The  truth  will  in¬ 
deed  make  _ 

you  free, 
but  before 
it  does;  it 
might  make 
you  angry  ’ 

In  nis 
day,  John 
was  not 
writing  to 
make  peo¬ 
ple  angry. 

TTiis  is  seen  in  I  John  4:1  when  he  calls 
the  readers  “beloved"  or  “friends."  He 
was  writing  so  they  may  not  neglect 
Christ  (who  is  Truth),  ana  be  discerning 
in  which  prophets  they  listened  to  ana 
followed.  Perhaps  it  would  have  been 
easier  if  the  Pinocchio  effect  could  have 
been  in  place.  This  way  each  time  a  false 
teacher  said  something  erroneous,  the 
offender’s  nose  would  suddenly  grow. 


Of  course,  this  is  a  silly  and  impossible 
solution  to  a  real  and  growing  problem 
in  John’s  day  as  well  as  ours. 

So-called  “religious"  programming  on 
our  televisions  and  internet  are  filled  with 
teachers  claiming  to  be  sharing  the  truths 
of  the  life  and  teachings  of  Christ  and  in 
reality,  they  are  instruments  of  Satan  be¬ 
ing  used  to  hinder  the  church  and  confuse 
those  who  have  yet  to  believe  in  Christ 
In  the  local 
church  we 
have  some¬ 
thing  much 
greater  than 
Pinocchio: 
we  have  the 
Holy  Spirit 
leading 
___  us  in  dis¬ 
cernment. 
While  we 

are  called  as  Christians  to  be  discern¬ 
ing,  there  are  some  in  your  congregation 
or  Bible  study  class  that  are  specifically 
gifted  with  discernment.  These  are  the 
folks  that  usually  have  an  eye  for  details 
and  enjoy  researching  and  fact-finding. 
Of  course,  this  does  not  mean  these  in¬ 
dividuals  are  always  right,  but  they  are 
needed  in  a  culture  where  truth  is  always 
under  attack. 


Explore  the  Bibb 

with  Bobby  McKay 


In  the  opening  verses  of  I  John  4,  John 
presents  the  best  test  for  anyone  claim¬ 
ing  to  teach  with  a  Bible  in  his/her  hands. 
That  test  is  Jesus.  If  you  are  teaching 
Scripture  and  it  does  not  mirror  the  life 
and  teachings  of  Christ,  you  have  a  prob¬ 
lem.  For  certain,  there  are  false  teachers 
“out  there,"  but  hew  about  in  our  own 
churches,  pulpits  and  bible  studies?  Are 
the  teachings  we  share  or  hear  based  on 
our  own  opinions  or  are  they  rooted  in 
the  story  of  Christ?  Time  is  too  short  and 
the  stakes  are  too  high  to  tolerate  false  or 
untested  teaching.  Anyone  that  handles 
the  Scripture  should  be  willing  to  humbly 
receive  questions.  Questions  are  the  sign 
of  an  honest  and  growing  faith.  If  you  are 
a  teacher  in  a  class  or  Bible  study,  it  is  not 
your  job  to  be  popular  or  trendy.  On  the 
other  hand,  it  is  your  responsibility  to  tell 
the  truth  and  make  much  of  Jesus. 

If  someone  begins  to  teach  and  live  the 
message  of  Christ,  they  will  be  noticeably 
different  from  the  world.  The  difference 
will  not  only  be  seen  in  the  lost  world,  but 
often  among  Christian  circles.  The  truth 
does  not  only  confront  the  lost,  but  the 
saved  as  weU.  Share  the  truth  of  Christ 
and  it  will  set  you  and  your  audience  free. 

McKay  is  pastor  of  Harperville 
Church,  Harpervillt. 


Move  Beyond  Failure  •  Joshua  7:13-15,  19-21,  25-26,  8:1 


The  Background 

The  Israelites  had  just  omerienced  the 
great  defeat  of  Jericho  and  witnessed  God’s 
power  and  might.  During  the  defeat  of  Jeri¬ 
cho,  God  had  instructed  them  to  destroy 
everything  in  the  city,  not  to  save  anything. 
(Joshua  6:17,  HCSB)  One  of  the  Israelites, 
Achan,  kept  some  of  the  things  for  himself 
that  were  supposed  to  be  destroyed.  The 
next  city  the  people  of  God  were  to  conquer 
was  the  dty  of  Al  In  the  process  of  fighting 
this  battle,  Joshua  sent  spies  to  plan  a  Dottle 
strategy.  The  spies  came  back  and  feh  that 
the  dty  would  be  easy  90  they  had  only  to 
send  up  a  portion  of  their  army.  But,  as  they 
went  up  to  fight  the  bottle  of  Ai,  36  Israelite 
soldiers  were  killed  and  the  entire  army  was 
chased  back  and  ultimately  defeated. 

They  came  back  to  the  camp  discour¬ 
aged.  Joshua  cried  out  to  the  Lord  and 
asked  why  He  had  forsaken  them  in  this 
bottle.  God  instructed  Joshua  to  get  up  off 
of  the  ground  and  told  him  that  they  had 
broken  His  law  in  the  bottle  of  Jericho.  The 
story  today  begins  in  verse  13,  where  God 
told  Joshua  toTWad  the  people  of  Israel  to 
reveal  where  the  sin  in  the  camp  was,  or 
who  stole  the  devoted  things.  The  person 
who  stole  would  be  killed.  After  this,  they 
identified  Achan  as  the  one  who  had  stole 
the  devoted  things  and  he  confessed. 


Joshua  7.25-26 

The  Israelites  take  Achan,  his  family, 
his  family  and  his  tent,  all  of  the  things  he 
possessed  outside  the  camp  and  stoned 
nim.  After  the  stoning,  they  bum  ev¬ 
erything  and  then  buiy  it  under  a  pile  of 
stones.  God  instructed  Joshua  to  now  go 
and  fight  Ai,  because  the  victory  now  be¬ 
longed  to  the  Israelites. 

Ouch!  There  was  no  grace  and  mercy 
shown  to 
Achan.  His 
willful  dis¬ 
obedience 
and  blatant 
disrespect 
for  God’s 
rules  for¬ 
feited  his 
protection 
and  posi¬ 
tion  man 
God  HiankfuDy,  because  of  what  Jesus  did 
on  the  croas,  God's  forgiveness  for  sin  looks 
differently  for  us. 

Walk:  Lack  of  confession  and  repentance 
can  hinder  relationships.  It  destroys  trust, 
reputation  and  unity.  Do  you  have  some 
personal  sins  that  threaten  vour  marriage, 
career,  friendships  or/and  church  family? 
Take  time  today  to  seek  God  and  repent 


Bible  Studies  for  Life 

with  Beth  S.  Bowman 


1  John  1:9  reminds  us,  "If  we  confess  our 
sin.  He  is  faithful  and  just  to  foigiye  us  our 
sins  and  to  deanse  us  from  all  unrighteous¬ 
ness."  God’s  forgiveness  is  immediate  and 
permanent.  We  confess,  He  forgives.  We 
can  then  live  in  freedom  and  peace. 

For  further  reading:  Cheat  out  “Killing 
the  Church"  by  Dr.  Jeff  Parker,  pastor  of 
Southside  Baptist  Church,  Jackson.  Great 
reaoiirees  on  underatanding  how  a  voice 
of  truth  in 
our  life  can 
impact  our 
walk  with 
Christ 
Run: 
Have  you 
considered 
how  uncon¬ 
fessed  sin 
in  your  faith 
community 

has  forfeited  God’s  power  and  the  way  that 
He  uses  your  church  to  reach  the  lost?  Is 
your  church  limited  because  God’s  spirit 
»  not  moving  in  your  wonhap  services? 
Spend  time  in  extended  prayer  asking  God 
to  reveal  the  sin  and  convict  those  who  are 
participating.  Be  sure  your  heart  and  walk 
are  in  line  with  God’s  plans  and  purposes 
*s  you  pray. 


Soar.  Unconfessed  sin  among  our 
churches  can  affect  God’s  blessing  and 
His  use  of  a  body  of  believers.  You  per¬ 
haps  have  all  witnessed  the  effects  of  a 
Christian  Brother  or  sister  engaged  in 
unconfessed,  unrepentant  behavior.  You 
may  have  witnessed  this  rebellion  again 
Goa  affecting  your  faith  community. 

Pray  and  ask  if  God  would  want  you 
to  speak  to  those  who  are  in  sin.  Wnen 
you  sense  His  direction  (and  only  then), 
you  can  move  forward  with  kindness, 
boldness  and  peace.  Leave  any  expecta¬ 
tions  for  repentance  at  the  door.  Trust 
the  Holy  Spirit  to  bring  about  conviction 
and  renewal.  Remind  your  fellow  Chris¬ 
tian  that  God’s  forgiveness  is  complete 
and  unparalleled.  In  Psalms  103:12  the 
scripture  reminds  us,  "As  far  as  the  east  is 
from  the  west,  so  for  has  He  removed  our 
transgressions  from  us."  Be  sure  any  con¬ 
frontation  balances  God’s  Holiness  with 
His  compassion.  Be  sure  to  read  next 
week’s  lesson  and  you  will  see  how  Israel 
responds  to  the  Eastern  tribes  (what  they 
believe  to  be)  disobedience  and  disre¬ 
spect  of  God’s  best. 

Bowman  is  Minister  of  Connection, 
First  Church ,  Brandon,  and  a  speaker 
for  women’s  events. 
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handgun  as  a  birthday  present, 
Reuters  reported.  Roof  was  ar¬ 
rested  without  incident  after  a 
traffic  stop  on  the  morning  of 
June  18  in  Shelby,  N.C  In  what 
police  are  calling  a  hate  t  ime, 
a  white  man  identified  as  Roof 
sat  calmly  in  the  historically  Af¬ 
rican  American  church  during 


the  prayer  service  and,  without 
warning,  shot  the  pastor,  state 
Sen.  Clementa  Pinckney,  and 
eight  other  worshippers  before 
leaving  the  scene.  A  five-year- 
old  child  escaped  injury  by 
pretending  to  be  dead,  and  one 
woman  was  purposely  allowed 
by  the  killer  to  live  so  that  she 
could  report  what  had  hap¬ 
pened,  it  was  widely  reported. 

“As  everybody  said  on  TV,  it 
goes  deeper  than  just  hate.  To 


me,  this  is  something  that’s  very 
demonic,  to  be  able  to  do  that. 
It’s  a  big  spiritual  warfare,  so 
we’re  coming  together,”  Biggs 
said.  “We’ve  just  got  to  pray  and 
seek  direction,  see  how  we  can 
help  one  another,  see  bow  we 
can  pray  to  get  this  action  and 
so  forth  out  of  here. 

“Everybody  is  veiy  calm  right 
now  and  just  looking  for  an¬ 
swers.  Just  be  praying  for  us," 
Big^tequested. 


Republican  South  Carolina 
Gov.  Nikki  Haley  also  hosted 
a  citywide  prayer  meeting 
June  13  in  Charleston.  "Mi¬ 
chael,  Rena,  Nalin,  and  1  are 
praying  for  the  victims  and 
families  touched  by  tonight’s 
senseless  tragedy  at  Emanuel 
AME  Church.  While  we  do  not 


yet  know  all  of  the  details,  we 
do  know  that  well  never  un¬ 
derstand  what  motivates  any¬ 
one  to  enter  one  of  our  places 


of  worship  and  take  the  life 
of  another. 

“Please  join  us  in  lifting  up 
the  victims  and  their  families 
with  our  love  and  prayers." 

About  5,0 00  people  attended 
a  statewide  prayer  service  June 
20  in  the  local  coliseum,  Biggs 
said.  "We’re  in  the  middle  of 
(spiritual  warfare],  but  God  is 
faithful  and  He  win  come  out  on 
top.  We’ve  just  got  to  be  faith¬ 
ful,  strong,  and  trusting." 
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Real  Love  •  /  John  4:7-21 


Love.  It  is  perhaps  the  most  writ¬ 
ten  about,  sung  about,  talked  about 
and  thought  about  subject  of  all  time 
and  yet,  tne  world  as  we  know  it  is  in  a 
critical  shortage  of  tt.  As  I  write  these 
words,  the  top  news  story  of  the  day 
is  the  horrible  massacre  at  the  Eman¬ 
uel  AME  Church  in  Charleston,  South 
Carolina.  Such  evil  and  hateful  acts 
seem  to  claim  a  victory  against  love  on 
a  regular  basis.  How  can  we  as  believ¬ 
ers  demonstrate  and  inspire  love  in  our 
realm  of  influence?  While  we  are  at  it; 
just  what  is  love  and  how  do  we  know 
when  it  is  genuine?  The  answer  to 
these  questions  can  be  found,  in  part, 
in  today's  lesson. 

With  love  being  such  a  casually 
used  word  in  our  culture,  it  is  help¬ 
ful  to  know  the  One  who  created  love 
to  begin  with.  Many  have  made  love 
only  an  emotional  attachment,  say¬ 
ing  they  love  their  car,  football  team 
or  the  nearest  fine  dining  restaurant. 
John  reminded  Christians  that  God  is 
both  the  standard  and  source  of  love. 
Did  you  know  the  most  distinguishing 
trait  of  a  believer  is  love?  Tne  more 
you  and  I  mature  into  Christlikenes< 
the  more  we  will  love  others.  It  really 
is  just  that  simple.  However,  at  the 
same  time,  it  is  just  that  hard.  When 


we  love  as  Christ  loved,  we  are  making 
a  sacrifice  in  which  we  are  not  guaran¬ 
teed  a  positive  response. 

John's  writings  were  written  in  love 
and  also  expressed  love  as  a  theme. 
John  used  the  word  “love"  or  some  form 
of  it  over  ao  times  in  I  John.  John  was 
the  kind  of  guy  that  we  need  in  more  of 
our  local  churches.  As  you  read  1  John 
4:7  you  can  almost  sense  in  his  writing 
a  plea  for 
all  people 
to  come  to-  / 
gether  in 
love.  This 
unifying 
theme  of 
love  is  not 
based  on  a 
feeling,  it  is 
based  on  a 
fact.  It  is  a 

fact  that  the  love  of  God  is  manifested 
through  Jesus.  He  goes  on  to  remind  us 
of  the  greatest  expression  of  love  that 
the  world  has  ever known  (I  John  4:10). 

I  have  in  my  office  several  memen¬ 
toes  from  various  church  members 
over  the  years.  Some  are  paintings, 
some  are  pottery  or  other  handmade 
gifts.  The  runniest  is  a  note  that  came 
with  a  pine  tree  car  air  freshener.  It 


reads,  “Whenever  you  feel  that  new 
preacher  feel  beginning  to  wear  off,  put 
this  around  your  neck  and  you'll  smell 
all  new  again."  The  sweetest  are  from 
the  children  in  our  church.  A  birthday 
card,  a  picture  made  from  magic  mark¬ 
ers  and  other  aestures  let  me  know  I  am 
loved.  One  gift  was  from  a  then-5  year 
old  child  in  our  church.  It  was  written 
on  a  sticky  note  and  has  these  words, 

:  _ _ “I  love  you 

Bobe."  Pay 
pgjJJIp  no  atten- 

^  tion  to  the 

Explore  the  Bible  SJ22.K 

*vh  Bobby  McKay  WL. 

BP  Every- 

(  one  appre¬ 

ciates  be¬ 
ing  loved 

and  having  someone  express  love  to 
you.  John  s  reasoning  is  simple:  “If 
God  has  loved  us  in  a  powerfully  de¬ 
monstrative  way,  we  should  do  the 
same  for  others  (I  John  4:11).  In  the 
second  paragraph,  I  made  the  state¬ 
ment  that  sometimes  loving  others 
is  hard.  Take  for  example  again  the 
Charleston  church  shootings.  Dylan 
Roof,  the  apparent  killer,  is  probably 


not  at  the  top  of  your  list  of  people  to 
love  right  now.  But  Jesus  loves  him. 
And  Jesus  loves  you,  too.  You  and  I 
cannot  love  others  without  the  love  of 
God  first  residing  within  us.  That  is 
only  made  possible  through  the  self¬ 
less  atonement  of  Christ.  Verse  19  re¬ 
minds  us  that  we  are  able  to  love  only 
because  God  first  loved  us. 

Love  is  more  than  an  emotion,  more 
than  something  said,  more  than  some¬ 
thing  made.  It  is  the  imperative  com¬ 
mand  for  the  church.  Love  is  the  great¬ 
est  imprint  and  mark  Christians  can 
leave  on  the  world.  It  should  be  our 
calling  card.  Love  is  eternal.  If  there 
is  any  hate  toward  anyone  within  your 
heart  and  you  call  yourself  a  Christian, 
you  are  a  liar  (I  John  4:20). 

If  you  have  Christ  in  your  life,  you 
also  have  love.  The  encouraging  word, 
hug,  or  acts  of  service  are  all  great  ways 
to  show  this  love  I  speak  of.  The  great¬ 
est  expression  of  love  is  to  share  with 
someone  the  story  of  Christ  and  His 
forgiveness.  You  ao  not  have  to  be  an 
ordained  minister  to  share  the  love  of 
Christ,  just  available.  One  more  bit  of 
help:  a  sticky  note  goes  a  long  way! 


iarperville. 


WorkThrough  Conflict*  Joshua 22:1 1-12,  15-18,  26-27,  33-34 


For  our  wedding  anniversary  last 
year,  Mark  and  I  went  to  a  new  load  res¬ 
taurant.  Several  people  had  eaten  there 
and  given  it  fantastic  reviews  so  we  were 
anxious  to  try  it.  As  we  waited  for  our 
table,  1  glanced  around.  To  my  surprise, 
every  single  person  in  the  establishment 
had  the  name  of  an  alcoholic  beverage 
printed  on  their  glasses  and  it  was  “as 
big  as  Dallas!”  Imagine  my  chagrin,  af¬ 
ter  being  seated  that  we  were  served  our 
cokes  in  the  exact  same  glasses!  Both  of 
us  burst  out  laughing!  Without  all  of  the 
information,  my  earlier  assessment  was 
completely  wrong.  Israel  does  the  same 
in  Joshua  22,  but  thankfully  wise  leader¬ 
ship  prevents  a  war. 

For  seven  years,  the  tribes  of  Reuben 
and  Gad  and  half  of  he  tribe  of  Manasseh 
had  served  Israel  faithfully.  Even  though 
they  already  had  their  inheritance  prom¬ 
ised  to  them  through  Moses,  they  stayed 
many  years  to  help  the  other  Israelites. 
Now  that  the  land  was  conquered  and 
billy  distributed  to  the  tribes,  they  could 
go  Sack  to  their  families  and  lands  on  the 
eastern  side  of  the  Jordan.  Before  they 
left,  Joshua  gives  them  an  exhortation,  in 
verse  5  which  states,  "Be  very  careful  to 
obey  the  law  that  Moses,  the  servant  of  the 
Lord,  gave  you."  He  continues  by  telling 


them  to  love  the  Lord  and  to  live  exactly  as 
the  Lord  wanted  them  to.  He  encouraged 
them  to  be  faithful  and  the  serve  the  Lord 
with  all  of  their  heart  and  soul.  This  wise 


this  type  of  rumor  before.  The  rest  of  the 
Israelites  heard  that  the  eastern  tribes 
had  buih  an  altar.  They  had  an  emergen¬ 
cy  community  meeting  andftnade  a  knee 


send-off  had  to  be  tough  for  Joshua.  He  jerk  reaetion-they  are  going  to  do  to  war 


home  with 
all  that  had 
accumu¬ 
lated  over 
the  years 
and  he  ex¬ 
horts  them 
to  share  all 
of  that  with 
each  other. 


BiMe  Studies  for  Life 
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had  lived  with  the  people  of  these  tribes  to  kill  them  for  building  a  pagan  altar, 
for  many  years.  I  can  picture  him  with  Thankfully,  someone  with  a  cool  head 
tears  in  His  eyes  and  sweet  memories  on  decided  to  send  Phinehas,  a  priest  to  the 

his  mind  giving  them  a  last  reminder  and  land  of  Gilead  and  ten  leaders  to  check 

a  blessing.  The  scripture  tells  us  that  he  things  out  So,  Phinehas  and  the  lead- 
sent  them  ______  ere  set  out 

to  ask 

the  tough 

BiWe  Studies  for  Life  £ 
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rebellion 
They  didn't 
mince 
words,  ei- 

u  ther.  They  asked  specifically  and  directly 

Joshua  s  last  words  on  (in  my  words),  “What  in  the  world  are  you 
hearts  and  they  began  doing.  How  could  you?"  These  people  of 
r  homeland.  Scripture  Israel  were  so  quick  to  judge  that  they  did 
ng  they  do  was  to  build  not  take  time  to  consider  why  the  tribes 
Mnr  property  lines.  And  of  Reuben,  Gad  and  Manasseh  had  buih 
cry  gets  very  interest-  the  ahar. 

Id  “someone  else’  who  Then  the  tribes  answered  quickly  of 
•"...you  may  have  heard  their  reasons  for  building  the  attar.  They 


Joshua  22:11-12. 

The  group  had  Joshua's  last  words  on 
their  minds  and  hearts  and  they  began 
their  trek  to  their  homeland.  Scripture 
tells  us  the  first  thing  they  do  was  to  build 
an  ahar  between  their  property  lines.  And 
that’s  when  the  story  gets  very  interest¬ 
ing.  “Someone"  told  “someone  else’  who 
told  “someone  else"  ..you  may  have  heard 


told  how  the  leaders  that  their  altar  was 
not  for  themselves  but  instead  for  a  re¬ 
minder  of  their  faith.  This  altar  would 
serve  as  a  witness  between  them.  This 
physical  structure  wold  serve  as  a 
witness  between  the  two  groups  and 
future  generations  that  both  groups 
worship  the  very  same  God.  The  tribes 
had  constructed  the  altar  as  a  replica 
of  the  Lord’s  altar,  not  to  replace  it  but 
instead  to  serve  as  a  tangible  reminder. 
Phinehas  leads  the  group  from  Israel 
to  understand  that  the  desires  of  the 
tribes  were  only  to  honor  God  in  build¬ 
ing  the  altar  and  to  education  future 
generations  about  their  faith.  The  story 
concludes  with  the  people  of  Israel  hav¬ 
ing  heard  the  report  and  backing  down 
from  the  fight 

What  a  fantastic  lesson  when  we  are 
so  quick  to  judge  when  we  “hear"  or 
“see*  what  we  believe  to  be  unGodly  be¬ 
havior  from  our  Christian  brothers  and 
sisters.  Let’s  follow  the  lead  of  Phine- 
has-to  go,  ask  and  listen.  The  body  of 
Christ  deserves  our  best  communica¬ 
tion  and  understanding! 

Bowman  is  Minister  of  Connection, 
First  Church,  Brandon,  and  a  speaker 
for  women's  events. 
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cont  from  p.  2 

In  addition,  train  tracks 
were  laid  for  getting  people 
and  products  from  one  place 
to  another.  The  twentieth  cen¬ 
tury  brought  paved  roads,  the 
national  Interstate  highway 
system,  and  mass  air  travel 

The  same  changes  are 
comparatively  true  for  the 


Kingdom  work  of  the  church. 
The  mission  field  of  the  state 
of  Mississippi  is  dynamic.  In 
fact,  it  is  changing  at  a  faster 
pace  now  than  at  any  other 
time  in  history.  In  the  twenty- 
first  century,  Mississippi’s 
demographics  are  increas¬ 
ingly  diverse.  This  diversity  is 
overwhelmingly  racial  (black 
and  white). 

Among  Christians  the  Gos¬ 
pel  is  our  constant.  We  must 


consider  current  realities  with 
new  and  various  delivery  ap¬ 
proaches  to  planting  the  Gos¬ 
pel  among  all  peoples.  Can  we 
start  the  needed  conversation 
about  this  challenge?  Even 
more  so,  can  we  move  from 
talking  to  missional  action? 

Goa  is  using  Mississippi 
Baptists  to  do  what  has  never 
been  done  in  our  state.  We 
have  a  great  opportunity  to 
demonstrate  to  the  world 


what  God  is  doing.  We  can 
join  our  hearts  in  prayer,  our 
beads  in  missional  conversa¬ 
tion,  and  our  hands  and  feet 
in  practical  application  for 
Gospel  collabo ration. 

Tne  Kingdom  is  counting 
on  us.  Who  should  attend 
“Can  We  Talk?"  All  of  us.  Will 
you  join  hundreds  of  Mis¬ 
sissippi  Baptists  and  other 
people  who  will  be  a  part  of 
this  historic  gathering? 


McNairy  is  the  facilitator 
of  the  Urban  Fusion  Network 
and  a  contract  consultant 
with  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board  (MBCB). 
For  more  information,  he  can 
be  contacted  at  (678)  985- 
4305.  or  urbanfusionnet- 
work@gmail.com.  Web  page: 
mbeb.org,  then  click  on  “ Can 
We  Talk?”  in  the  slider  at  top 
of  page. 
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Kentucky  woman  elected  president  of  WMU 


As  remembrance  of  her  service,  Aker¬ 
man  presented  national  WMU  a  new  gavel 
made  of  Cocobolo  wood  with  a  woven nan- 


von  are  not  sitting  in  drdes  vMth  vour  hair  f  ff  V  .James  Silva  Wareham.  Ma  ,  Aker 

of  blue  reading  mission^  articles,"  \  I  mans  brother, 

said.  Ton'  are  praying  for  our  mission-  Robert  K. 

ncnmunity  missions  to  the  many  places  joyment  of  organizational  work  and  re- 

wtiere  the  hurting  are  found.  spect  for  order  in  conducting  WMU  busi- 

Tou  are  going  out  through  relation-  NEW  PNESKM^fT  —  Unde  Cooper  (front)  of  Bowling  Green,  Ky„  newly  elected  ness,  as  well  as  her  family’s  New  England 

ship  building  and  steady  witnessing  to  the  president  of  the  Woman's  Missionary  Union  auxiliary  to  the  Southern  Baptist  Con-  heritage  and  their  support  during  her  time 

up-and-out  as  well  as  the  down-and-out.  verttion,  is  presented  by  Wanda  Lee,  executive  director  and  treasurer  of  the  WMU,  as  president. 

And  you  are  leading  missions  teams  to  go  during  the  morning  session  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  annual  meeting  ^  She ;ajK>  passed  on  three  iterre  to ; newly 

SSrAmenCa  andtothe  nat>ons  June  17  at  the  Greater  Columbus  Convention  Center  in  Columbus.  Oh.  (BP  photo) 

he  warned  it  was  not  a  strategy  for  building  in  different  ways  to  serve  Him.  For  David,  WMU  leader  Fannie  Ei>.  Heck  and  two  be- 

this  means  being  a  travel  agent  Running  a  jeweled  rings  from  pa*  WMU  presidents, 

tour  and  travel  busness  is  a  vehide  to  share  “Finally,  with  this  newest  gavel,  I  pass 

the  Gospel  with  hard-to-reach  groups  that  the  leadership  of  WMU  to  you,”  Akerman 
otherwise  would  not  welcome  foreigners.  said  through  tears.  The  audience  gave  a 
Many  skills  and  giftings  from  toe  Lord  standing  ovation  as  the  outgoing  and  new 
from  travel  agents  to  businesspeople  —  presidents  embraced, 
can  be  an  asset  to  the  Kingdom  of  God,  Cooper  said  she  had  “bis  shoes  to  fill” 

David  said  Seek  the  Lord's  direction  on  in  following  Akerman,  who  led  with  “such 
how  God  is  calling  you  to  serve  and  then  grace  and  such  a  godly  spirit" 

“be  obedient  immediately.’  “Please  pray  for  me,  tor  national  WMU, 

and  for  those  lives  who  are  being  eternally 
iimmi  nmnh,,;.  hnnlr  changed  through  vou  as  you  lead  missions 

WWlU  empMStS  DOOR  education  each  week  through  WMU,"  Coo- 

Marion  G.  “Bud"  Fray,  a  retired  Inter  per  said  in  dosing.  “With  God’s  help,  l  will 
national  Mission  Board  nussionaiy  who  live  wholeheartedly  for  the  Lord,  moment 
served  in  Zimbabwe  and  South  Africa,  and  by  moment,  as  1  serve  WMU  because  1,  too, 
Kim  Davis,  former  missionary,  are  the  au-  am  froth  feet  in.~ 

thors  of  this  year's  V  itU  %  mphasts  book.  The  next  WMU  Missions  Celebration 
Both  Feet  In:  AJk*'rr*ey  to  Surrender,  Sac-  and  Annual  Meeting  will  be  June  12-13, 
rifioe,  and  Service  2016,  in  St  Louis,  Mo. 


** - ■-  -  — -i - 1 —  cnurcii  m 

aurrenaer  ana  service  Thisi 

Between  the  two  days  of  the  meeting,  your  chu] 
some  500  people  attended  to  hear  how  mis-  Vou  can  b 
saonaries  and  immsby  workers  Iree  otU  the  that  perse 
year’s  theme,  AD  for  You,  through  whole-  what  you 
hearted  surrender,  sacrifice,  and  service.  I’m  going 

Capt  Michael  Coleman,  a  VS.  Army 
chaplain  who  also  serves  with  Southern 
Baptists’  North  American  Mission  Board 
(NAMB),  challenged  die  audience  to  edu-  Christi 

-ate  themselves  about  post-traumatic  (last  nan 
stress  disorder  (PTSD),  pray  for  those  who  ministry 
are  hurting,  and  be  a  mend  to  those  who  their  fair 
come  to  their  churches.  years  in 

Coleman  served  on  WMUs  initial  task  finding  w 
force  to  begin  the  organizations  Project  reached p 
HELP:  PTSD.  He  aid  it  was  important  for  David: 
churches  to  be  prepared  for  those  who  are  think  of  it 
returning  to  the  U.S.  from  hatrirtirida,  but  ing  in  a  si 


First  Person:  ‘Wrong  side  of  history’  right  place  for  Christians 


By  Bob  Stith 


“You're  on  the  wrong  side  of  history.* 
I’ve  heard  this  quote 
often  in  recent  months, 
particularly  in  regard 
to  views  on  same  sex 
marriage.  It  is  intended 
to  leave  the  impres¬ 
sion  that  the  world  has 
moved  on  and  those 
who  disagree  with  the 
popular  sentiment 
have  been  left  behind.  STITH 
It  also  removes  any 

for  rational  dbcusaioot 


tor  of  LifcWay  Research.  In  20x1, 44%of 
Americans  believed  homosexual  behavior 
to  be  sin,  according  to  LifeWay  Research. 
In  2014,  only  30%oebeved  this 

The  question  is,  has  the  church  missed 
a  turn  somewhere  in  the  last  50  years? 

Funny  thing  about  history.  It  is  history 
—  not  current  events.  History  doesn't  nil 
its  full  story  until  it  is  observed  from  a  safe 
distance  of  decades,  even  centuries. 
Robert  Baker  taught  church  history  for 


ligent  person  believes  like 

TX- 


many  both  inside  and  outside  the  church 
on  the  issue  of  homosexuality.  Almost 
daily  we  hear  of  some  politician  and/or 
well-known  Christian  leader  deciding  that 
the  church  (including  Judaism)  has  rot¬ 
ten  the  homosexual  question  wrong  for 
more  than  3,000  years. 

The  wrong  «de-of-histofy  argument 
has  traction,  at  least  as  it  pertains  to  the 
rapidly  changing  views  in  our  culture. 
“Culture  is  dramatically  shifting  on  the 
issue,"  said  Ed  Stetzer,  executive  direc¬ 


We  similar  mistakes  in  dealing 

with  abortion,  adultery,  living  together 
outside  of  mamage,  mmography,  and 
other  moral  issues.  Our  mistake  was  not 


that  Christians  didn't  oppose  these  sins.  It 
was  that  we  focused  more  on  the  prohibi¬ 


tions  thro  setting  forth  the  fact  that  living 
according  to  Goa  s  standards  brings  true 


Ft  Worth.  He  was  fond  of  saying  “History 
turns  no  sharp  corners.*  He  would  point 
out  that  events  that  seeriinriyburat  on  the 
scene  overnight  were  seeds  from  years  ago, 
even  decades  before. 

In  every  generation,  biblical  Christian¬ 
ity  has  been  on  a  coQiaion  courae  with 
cultural  morality.  This  era  of  human  his- 
toty  is  no  different 

In  an  attempt  to  rightfully  show 
compassion  for  those  who  experienced 
divorce,  we  often  neglected  to  help  Chris¬ 
tians  learn  from  the  mistakes  of  others 
and  failed  to] 


As  often  happens  among  Christians, 
experience  trumps  biblical  truth.  We 
liflten  to  the  Stones  of  those  whoVe  been 
wounded  by  well-meaning  Christians. 
"When  it  comes  to  rapport  for  [mane  sex) 
marriage,  a  lot  of  it  depends”  on  who 
one’s  friends  are,  Stetzer  observed.  “Those 
who  have  gay  or  lesbian  friends  are  the 
most  open  to  gay  marriage." 

I  was  once  attempting  to  change  the 
s  on  a  car  I  had  recently  pur- 


,  but  my  1 

a  heavy  metal  plate.  Nothing  f 
connected  to  toe  plate,  and  I  could  see  no 
purpose  for  it,  so  I  put  the  plugs  in  and 
reaawfnhled  1  vrrytliing  nwmwrtif  plate. 

A  few  weeks  later  1  wanted  to  impress  a 
friend  who  was  ro  actual  mechanic  90 1 
told  him  the  story. 

He  was  silent  for  a  moment  and  then 
politely  informed  me  that  on  my  particu¬ 
lar  model,  thisplate  was  designed  to  hdp 
dissipate  heat  from  the  engine.  Oh.  I  guess 
the  designers  knew  what  they  were  doing 
—  perhaps  a  little  better  thro  a  seminary 
student  who  fancied  himself  a  mechanic. 

English  writer  and  philosopher  G.K. 
Chesterton  (1874-1936)  said,  *Dont  ever 
take  a  fence  down  until  you  know  the  rea¬ 


son  why  it  was  put  up.”  We  no  l 
particularly  interested  in  why  the  t 
there.  We  are  more  intent  on  cutting  down 
every  law  that  stands  in  the  way  of  every 
mro  doing  that  which  is  right  in  his  own 
eyes  (Proverbs  12:15;  Deuteronomy  12:8.x 
We  had  best  carefaBy  consider  the 
designers’  handbook  before  we  too  readily 
jettison  His  instructions. 

Our  churches  must  do  a  better  job  of 
preparing  people  to  stand  in  the  winds  that 
are  reaching  hurricane  force.  We  must  take 
seriously  the  responsibility  to  train  believ 
era  to  speak  cxmipasswnately  and  redemp- 
tivdy  about  these  issues  whfle  standing 
strong  on  the  biblical  foundation 
Every  great  revival  has  been  led  by 
those  who  were  willing  to  be  on  the  wrong 
side  of  history.  In  the  eyes  of  the  world, 
Christians  have  always  been  “on  the 
wrong  side  of  history.*  It's  the  nature  of 
life  modeled  after  a  Savior  whose  counter- 
cultural  teachings  sent  Him  to  death  on 
a  cross  and  forever  changed  the  course  of 
human  history. 


Stith  (b§tith777^htnoxxjm)  is  founder 
of  Famdu  and  Gender  Issues  Ministries 
in  Soutntake ,  Texas.  He  formerly  served 
as  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  s 
national  strategist  for  gender  issues.  His 
commentary  appears  courtesy  of  Baptist 
Press.  T" 


